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DEPOSE A BRX X 


At the CDU meeting In Bonn: from left, the Sovlet ambassador to Bonn, Yuli 
Kvitsinskl; Bonn Presldent Richard von Walzsickar; American ambassador to 
Bonn Richard Burt; and Bonn Chancellor Helmut Kohl. (Phen dpa 


The CDU meets and takes 
stock of foreign policy 


Allgemeine eitung 


open and its solution must be sought in 
a wider. all-Europcan context. The Ger- 
man Question cannot be solved along 
19th-century lines, he says. 

He also warns against losing sight of 
reality. The nation-state was a 19th- 
century concept. 

Moscow may continue to be upset by 
Bonn holding the German Question 
open, bul Chancellor Kohl’s vision has 
nothing whatever to do with restoring 
national unity within the 1937 borders 
of the German Reich; 

He pays keen attention tû Mr Gorba- 
chov’"s reform bids, but attention must 
not be confuséd with credulity. 

'Olasnost and perestroika have yet to 
be put through their, es and truly 
prove their worth. 

Herr Kohl would like "0 practise 
peacekeeping in Europe above and be- 
yond the military sector, eliminating 
mistrust. by means of economic cooper- 
ation, cultural exehange and freedom of 
movement, 

The European house we share, as the 
Soviet leader is so fond of saying, must 
have doors and windows and not just 
safety alarms, , 

From a firm anchorage i in the West 
ern, alllancé Chancellor. Kohl plans ‘to 
visit . Moscow this niutuman with. every 
reacliness to conclude Confidence Vu 
ng bllateral agrceınenls, i 


 ANgemelns: ung, Mainz,’ 19 ا‎ 1988) 


he CDU foreign-policy congress in 
Bonn made headline news hecause 
it was ittended by the ambassadors of 
the superpowers, America's Richard 
Burt and Russia's Yuli Kvitsinski. 
lt would have deserved attention 
even İf they had not attended because 
it was held at a time when a CDU pa- 
per on foreign, security, European and 
German policy has led to the purty 
leadership being accused of changing 
course, 


Chancellor Kohl's conterence add- 
ress made it clear that the slogan “no 
change of course in Deutschlandpoli- 
tik" continues to apply to the constitu- 
tional objective of restoring national 
unity, 

It is not enough, however, where op- 
erational foreign policy and Deutsch- 
lihdpolitik are concérned, . 

Herr Kohl honed CDU pbliey A. "little 
more keenly, saying that while. national 
unity was not. to be.abandoned as a 
long-term objeclive, in terms of Real- 
politik the German Question remains 
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Hijackers take craft 
of terror up a notch 


tages in, say, Lebanon is an additional dis- 
incentive to sending in troops, 

Even if araid is successful and no vic- 
tims are killed, others may dic elsewhere 
as a result, 

In this case, like some other occasions, 
the hijackers have felt inmuune to a large 
extent because of their belief in the hereuf- 
ter. 

If you are firmly convinced that after a 
martyrs death eternal bliss will be yours, 
arguments that your life nay be in jeopar- 
dy are unlikely to influence you. 

You cannot threaten or use counter ter- 
ror against fanatics’ relatives or hackers 
(huth aout of he question for tt constitu 
tional government in ny case). 

Hijacking hus thus heen escalaled lo its 
purest and mont terrilying form. Once ihe 
first passengers of the Kuwiiti jet were 
murdered a comproniise was ruled oul for 
both sides (if it had ever been û realistic 
possibility). 

ln bmg das eit bijin LIME vases Mut 
ders of this kind are almost inevitable after 
û while. The terrorists must otherwise fear 
they will nut be taken seriuusly. 

The hijacked Kuwaiti airliner has 
shown thut given a sufficient nuuber ol 
terrorists, professional in outlouk aııd de- 
ternıined to kill in cold blood if need be, 
governments have no choice but to jeupar- 
dise innocent lives directly or indirecily — 
such as, for instance, by freeing unrepent- 
ant terrorists in return for the release of 
the aircraft. 

The only way to prevent such tragedies 
would be ıo ensure that terrorists and their 
arms Cannot possibly board the plane, but 
experience has shown that the care and al- 
tention paid to security checks tend to flng, 
in many countries at least, as memories of 
the last hijacking fade. 

Besides, as was evidently the case this 
lime, terrorists may have accomplices 
working at airports. 

An international rapid deployment for- 
ce would seem a less satisfactory counter=- 
measure consideration than an interna- 
tional surveillance system, operating in 
secret and empowered to enforce tHe stric- 
test sanctions’ agalhst airlines, airports or 
governments that neglect security check 


1 8: 
comnts 1 Erik- Michael Bader 
. (Frankfurter Allgemeine Zcilung 
flr Deutschland, 13 April 1988) 
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Fine: of revulsion, horror and impol- 
ence have swept international opinion 
uver what has been the worst hijacking in 
history. 

The hijackers have defied all counter 
measures. This has demonstrated more 
clearly than ever how cynical, horrific and 
dangerous this form of terrorisn1 is. 

For far too long, the civilised worlcl 
failed to take hijacking serivusly enough, 
and that attitude suited some. 

The first generation of hijackers now 
seem to have heen harmless amateurs inn 
comparison with those whose professional 
approach to both technology und psyelo- 
logical terrorism toward victims dnd acl- 
versaries we have all just witnessed. 

The first seneriion full 10 operile 
suilıcıent numbers Lo last out several days 
of Jrıma and were insufficiently cleter- 
mined to vcither kıl ur tu die, 

They were oflen nat in û posilinn bı 
foresee and forestall for any length of tine 
the delaying, cunfusion and surprise tuc= 
tics newly devised by the uıher side, which 
was far superior in number. 

Their objectives were also frequently of 
a kind for which some degree of under- 
standing was possible, making it easier to 
meet their demands half-way than in tht 
latest case, which is aimed at securing the 
release of convicted bombers. 

Hijacking was, to begin with, a new 
development tor public prosecutors too. 
They frequently first thought in terms of 
saving the lives of the hijacked passengers 
and were prepared, up to a, face-saving 
point, to accept the lesser evil and disre- 
gard the long-term consequences. 

We have since come to realise that this 
brand of terrorism cannot be brought to a 
halt by feeding it all or even part of the 
prey rather than severing even one of the 
hydra's heads, 

The fundamental attitude toward .ter- 
Torist blackmail has thus comé more td tfié 
fore, as opposed to tactical considerations 
of coping with the imciediate danger. 

Initially, a number of hijackings ended 
— after fear and trembling ~~ without lives 
being lost. Either the governments or the 
, lerrorists gave in or a mutual compromise 
` was agreed. 

The next stage of development was that 
several hijackings:were ended by the inter 
vention of special commando units that 
irced all, or nearly all, the hostages. 

This gave rise to the mistaken impres- 
sion that the ûuthoritiës. had at thelr com- 
mand an ultimate’ option that deprived hi- 
:jacking of at least some of Its menace. 

"But subsequent Hijackêrs were. bound’to 
; bear these commando raids in: ming and 

i take suitable precautions, - 
' Besides, a linkage with individual hos- 


Routes to tour In Germany db B8 Merman Tribune 


The Castle Route 


German roads will get you 
there. But why miss the sights 
by heading straight down the 
autobahn at 80? Holiday 
routes have been arranged 
not only to ensure unforget- 
table memories but also to 
make up an idea for a holiday 
in itself. How about a tour of 
German castles? 


The Castle Route is 200 miles 
long. It runs from Mannheim, 
an industrial city on the Rhine 
with an impressive Baroque 
castle of its own, to Nurem- 
berg, the capital of Bavarian 
Franconla. The tour should 
take you three days or so, We 
recommend taking a look at 
27 castles en route and seeing 
for yourself what Germany 
must have looked like in the 
Middle Ages. The mediaeval 
town of Rothenburg ob der 
Tauber is intact and unspoilt. 
Heidelberg is still the city of 
the Student Prince, In Nurem- 
berg you really must not miss 
the Albrecht Dürer House. 


Come and see for yourself the 
German Middle Ages. The 
Castle Route will be your 
guide. 


DZTWIs eo zee 


Beethovensirasse 69, D-6000 Frankfurt/M. 


4 Ni 
Rathanburg 


Anobgch 


Hannheim 
Ebarbach 
Held eiber gı 


1 Gundelsheim/Neckar 
2 Heidelberg 
3 Nuremberg 
4 Rothenburg/Tauber 


‘Kohl gives the 
. tiller a 
careful nudge 


hancellor Kohl has been trying to im- 
prove the atmosphere in Bonn and 
‘lower unreasonable expectations. 

On returning after the Easter break, he 
tried to sooth the CSU by condemning the 
criticism of Franz Josef Strauss made by 
the CDU social committees, But he disso- 
ciated "himself from the CSU by rejecting 
ils demand for a big cabinet reshuffle. The 
FDP was both courted and told off. 

In view of the fact that the coalition 
partners are getting on each other's nerves 
and that their caustic remarks are made 
deliberately and not by chance this is not 
enough. Genscher's breakfast mecting 
with Oskar Lafontaine at the Saar trade 
fair was inevitably the lopie of great specu” 
lation in suclı a siluation. 

Many members of the FDP regard La- 
fontaine as an acceptable leaderslip fi- 
gure. The [act that Count Otto Lamivsdortt’ 
(FDP) has been thinking out loud about an 
alternative coalition also suggests ıhat a 
concerted action between the SPD ancl 
FDP is indecd being seriously considered. 
even though Genscher has denied this. 

This coalitions main problem is thut it 
is too self-preoccupied and thus wastes tlw 
energy i should be utilising for its major 
legiskutive projects. 

Above all, the tax refurm, rulorms ol 
the health system ind û longer-term itd 
more ceflective refurm of 1h pcisiun 
schemes run the risk uf gutting hoggcel 
down in parlianenkuy cunsultaliuns dlc 
to the dificulies sf obtaining ù cotcnsus. 

Time, hover. i Diy tl hel. În 
view of the large number of subsequent 
elections even Kohl himself fecls thit da 
great deal must he cumpleted hy the end 
of next year. 

His desire to keep to schedule is under- 
standable, but this should not be achieved 
at the expense of quality. 

The assessment of Kohl's powers of 
leadership will decisively depend on 
whether he manages to commiı the coali- 
tion parties to an issue-relaled working al- 
mosphere. 

.„ (Der Tagesspivgel, Berlin, 12 Apiil 1988) 
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Should a Christian Interior Minister 
be making efforts to stop foreigners 
from allowing their children to join 
them if the latter are over six years old? 

Both the CDU and CSU know, of 
course, that most people don't give 
them their vote because of their disput- 
ed Christian policies. 

The electorate simply feels that they 
possess greater competence in the econ- 
omic and fiscal policy fields. 

This together with a convincing for- 
eign policy back in the days of Konrad 
Adenauer have ensured them sound 
majorities over the years. 

It was only the loss of this compel” 
ence by the conservative union and the 
fact that the SPD and FDP had politi- 
cians whom the electorate accepted 
which enabled a change in the power 
structure in Bonn in 1969, 

This led lo the first and so far only 
real election victory by the SPD in 

1972. 

For almost the same reasons as in the 
case of the conservative union, how- 
ever, the SPD was ousted in Bonn in 
1982. 

The SPD is also discussing the ques- 
tion of its true identity; it also has its 
fundamentalists andl pragmatists, whose 
rales — as in the conservative union ¬— 
can change.overnight. 

Who wasn’t surprised, for example. 
when the allegedly so left-wing Saarlund 
Premier Oskar Lafontaine (SPD) shook 
the foundations of one of lhe most “sa- 
cred" of Social Democratic traditions: 
the party's link with the trade unions? 

Yel Lafontaine was merely voicing ù 
ıruism: lhe trade uniuns can cleurly 
claim 10 be a worker's organisation, he 
said, but it is fair to question whether 
ile SPD can claim tu be i worker's par- 
1y. 

Should the Social Deine rats Mitt 
otherwise always obtained a two-thirds 
majority? 

Like the Christians, however, the 
workers do not represent a sociological- 
ly compact group. 

After all, the workers helped put Hel- 
mut Kohl's government into power in 
Bonn in 1983 despite the fact that Kohi 
made it clear that the path to an econ- 
omic upswing would initially oblige 
workers to tighten their bel¢s. 

It looks as if the workers had also rea- 

Continued on page 4 


Wi HOME AFFAIRS 


Changing voter allegiances 


main parties 


party 1o reconsider the Christian ideal 
of the family as the germ cell of a hu- 
mane society. 

Can this ideal be achieved without 
providing financial relief for women 
with their triple role as mother, wife and 
employee? 

Does making it more difficult for ex- 
pectant mothers to get an abortion real- 
ly correspond to the Christian profes- 
sion to protect the baby in the mother’s 
womb or isn’ this likely to force moth- 
ers-to-be to turn to quack doctors to 
help them in their need? 

Is more financial support for preg- 
nant women the right approach? 

The conflicts show that a people's 
party is by no means a melting pot of 
varying views and interests. 

The differences continue within the 
various party associations, where dis- 
putes are just as intense as those with 
political opponents. 

The claim to be a Christian party and, 
as such, to have policies and conduct 
which differ from other parties, almost 
become blasphemy. 

The questionability of this claim al- 
ways then hecames apparent when mour- 
al standards are fixed for political iic- 
tion. 

When this happens fundamentalists 
often turn into pure pragmalists, ã fact 
which was recently exemplified in (hree 
fields. 

First, there wan the cise of the visit 1 
Chile by Bonn Labuur Mintet Nutbert 
Blüm. : 

Whereas he openly condemned Pino- 
chet and his tarturers CSU leader Franz 
Josef Strauss demonstrated a prefer- 
ence far a policy of pussy-footing and 
restraint. 

In line with the motto: if it has to be a 
dictatorship, then preferably a right- 
wing rather than a left-wing one. 

A similar conflict erupted over South 
Africa. The aliens policy in the Federal 
Republic of Germany serves as a third 
example. 


wrong-foot 


a 2 8 
rs 5 


he two big “people's parties", the 
CDU and the SPD, are passing 
through crises. 

Although they still have the backing 
of eighty per cent or morê of the elec- 
torate, and thus still function as stabilis- 
ers of democracy, both parties have to 
cope with the growing inconsistency of 
voting patterns. 

They can no longer rely on their tra- 
ditionally loyal voters, whose priorities 
for party-political allegiance often 
change overnight. 

Disarmament issues suddenly move 
on to the agenda of the “big issues" and 
the CDU starts losing absolute majorit- 
ies in Land elections because of its in- 
ability to respond to the challenge fast 
and realistically enougl. 

CDU business manager, Heiner 
Geissler, for his part finds himself con- 
fronted by vociferous protest against his 
attempts to realign his parly’s program- 
matic goals with the process of social 
change. 

The question of voter reliobility. 
therefore, turns into the question of 
party reliability: who or whal exactly is 


the CDU today? 
The conservative union is on the 
Verge of it PTOLTAGDC PATIY UNFFUSS 


This was always a welcome opportun- 
ily for party fundamentalists to inquisi- 
turially sound out 1h whence ind 
whithers of party movements. 

Does thet party risk jeupardising the 
noble principles of its Deutschlandpoli- 
tik by taking the bearings outlined by 
Heiner Geissler? 

Isn't it jeıtisoning the principles of an 
austerity budget in favour of social good 
deeds which are financial pipedreams? 

On the other hand, Geissler, Rita 
Süssmuth and Norbert Blüm force the 


E E 
Events in Saarland sound 


alarm bells for coalition 


This is bound lo worry the FDP. 

` Genscfer's'noticeable [friendliness tow- 

ards the SPD in general and Oskar La- 

. fontaine in particular during his speech 

in Saarbrücken on 19 April is at attempt 

ta nip any drift towards a grand coali- 
tion in the bud. 

It is interesting to note that this tacti- 

cal move is being engineered by Hans- 

Dietrich ‘Genšcher and Count Otto 


' played it safe by giving Strauss the job 


of Finance Minister in Bonn to make 
sure he was too busy to cause him too 


„many headaches. 


Ludwig Erhard (1963-1966) and Lambsdorff and not by the FDP chair- 
«Helmut Kohli kept Strauss away from Han Martin Bangemann. . 


` Lambsdorff is known to be keen on 
becoming leader of the FDP. 

SPD chairmaiı Hans-Jochen Vogel al 
so §eentš to be playing second fiddle at 
the moment’ to' Oskar Lafontaine. 

Lafontaile is the current "contact 


' 'man” for both the angry trade unions 


.and for the FDP with their fears of a 
grand coalition. 2 

Like very few:other politicians Hel- 
nmıut Kohl is used to considerable fluctur 


„ „, r Atlons in the political temperature. 
It also explains why Baden-Württem-". 
: berg Premier Lothar Spãth, who is also 
`regarded as a possible successor lo 
' Chancellor Kohl, adopted his own ap” 


However,;.what, is: currently happen- 
ing in ‘Bonn-cannot be dismissed as the 
usual ups and downs. ‘ ا‎ 

‘A newrclimate 'is developing which 
could above all seriously jeopardise the 


position of the Chancellor, : 


Rudolph Bernhard 
(Saarbrlcker Zeftung, 1L April 1984) 


"Bonn. The result was that Strauss and 
, the CSU have always tended to criticise 
‘the Bonn government rather than sup” 


port it, 


„. However, the CSU is not entirely to’ 
blame, Helmut Kohl has made a lot of 


mistakes himself. Tao many? 


The list of mistakes is a long one and 


:has often been the subject of discussion: 


This. explains why Hans-Dietrich . 
' Genscher does his utmost to avoid ref- 


!erence to the Chancellor. 


` proach during the election campaign,. 


Saarland Premier Oskar Lafontaine 
'has. also been mentioned as a possible. 


"partner İn a grand coalition, .. ..- 


Bonn and for Chancellor Kohl. Why is 
the coalition is such a bad way? 
Franz Josef Strauss and the CSU 
must take a large part of the blame, 
Even though the CDU's Bavarian sis- 
terrþarty. may have been:right iû ‘many 
.respects it repeatedly forgets the sacri- 
fices and caution needed to sustain a 
multi-party coalition. e 2 
This is apparently difficult to under- 
stand for a party such as the CSU, which 
has held ani absoluté majority İn Bavaria 
for so many years, i, 
... What is more, the ageing CSU chair- 
man Franz Josef Strauss never stops try” 
ing to exefl his influence onthe decislons 
taken by Chancellor Kohj and. his cabinet. 
- iFranz Josef Strauss: has always tried 
to-.further. his .own political intereşts 
against all CDU government leaders .in 
Baoan: <i, OM oa e 
. ı Konrad Adenauer,/Bonn's first Chan- 
cellor (1949-1963), waited for the-rigbt 
opportunity t0;throw Strauss oul of the 
çabinet because ofthis, ' » usr. 
„`. Kurt Georg Klesinger. (1966-1969) 


"he Bonn coalition is in a sorry state. 
When a prominent FDP politi- 
cian such as Çount Otto Lambsdorff, 
who ranks as an undisputed right-wing 
liberal in his own party, starts thinking 
out loud about a possible coalition with 
the SPD in the 1990s there is definite 
cause.for concern. 0 

Lambsdorff added that the Social 
Democrats must learn a great deal by 
that time. This was,a tactical move. 

Lambsdorff may. well .haygyhad a apé 
cific Social Democrat În mind when 
making his remarks, someone who is 
currently practising pull-ups and take 
offs in the economic policy field: Oskar 
Lafontaine. : 

His latest test run was a speech he 
gave during the opening of the Saar 
trade fair. - 

‘The speech given ‘by Bonn Foreign 
Minister Hans-Dietrich Genscher on the 
same occasion was no less astonishing. 
` “In it hé praised the Saarland Premier 
and his economic policy ideas (even 
though he did not agree with all aspects). 

Genscher criticised the dispute in the 
Bonn. coalition and'.even managed to 
avoid making. a single .mention of the 
name Helmut Kohl. . ' : . . . 

Gerischer’s speech in Saarbrücken, 
therefore, is.a, further alarm signal for 
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New man IS a 


pointer to 
Chinese aims . 


he Kremlin seems likely to haye 
welcomed the appointment of Qian 
Qichen as Chinese Foreign Minister, 

It can be no coincidence that he, as an 
expert in Soviet affairs, has been ap 
pointed. It is a sign that the Chineg 
Communists are keen on closer ties with 
the Soviet Union. 

Qian Qichen was his country's chief 
delegate at the Sino-Soviet talks on ıe 
suming normal relations, 

They proved a failure because Chi 
na's Deng Xiaoping insisted on three 
"major hindrances" being eliminatkê 
prior to any improvement in relations. 

Al! were political concessions Mos- 
cow was expected to make: 
® a reduction in Soviet military pres- 
ence in Mongolia and on the Sino-So- 
viet border; 

e the withdrawal of Soviet troops from 
Afghanistan; 

® an end to Soviet support for “Vietng- 
mese expansionism" in Indo-Cliina. 

To the West's surprise Mr Gorbachor 
has taken Deng’s objections seriously. 
The Soviet Union last year withdre 
some of its forces from Mongolia, an 
by the terms of the INF Treaty Moscos 
is to scrap medium-range missiles sts 
tioned in Siberia. 

The.second condition is to be fulfille 
in the course of this year. The Gener 
Treaty on the withdrawal uf Soviet 
troops from Afghanistan was signed on 
14 April. 

That leaves Victnam, where Soviet 
policy is ambiguous, with Moscow ha» 
ing doubled its backing lor the current 
five-year plan. At the same time the So” 
viet Union is bringing pressure to bear 
on the Vietnamese leaders. 

Party leader Truong Chinh, who re 
signed in 1986, said after a visit to Mar 
cow that Vietnam risked losing Soviet 
support if large sums of money continued 
to be “squandered.” 

Vietnam has yet lo be persuaded 
withdraw its forces from Kampuche# 
Why should it do so while Soviet treoff 
continue to occupy Afghanistan? 

Now the decision to withdraw from 
Afghanistan has been made, Mr Gorb 
choy is better placed to argue. . 

These changes have, not gone Un 


ticed by the Chinese leaders. With Qian F 


Qichen aš Foreign Minister China is pre 
pared for û phase of detente with the S 
viet Union. 

The need for economic and social f 
form btings the communist great poWe® 
closer together politically. Mr 


starting to pay dividends at ûn ui ٤ 
ed rate, 


Wolfgang Schmit 


(Nürnberger Nachrichten, 13April 1989. 
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Ww WORLD AFFAIRS 


Withdrawal from Afghanistan: beginning 
ofthe end, but not yet of the peace 


the Crimean Tartars, the Armenians 
and the Kazakhs are but a cross-section 
of the problems that are bound sooner 
or later to beset the mixed bag of the So- 
viet colonial empire even though it may 
style itself a multinational state. 

They may be coming to the fore now 
as a result of Mr Gorbachov’s: policy of 
glasnost, but his policy really cannot be 
said to have been their cause. 

Yet the protagonists of the old school 


naturally make use ` öf such tension to : 


discredit renewal and reform even 
though they may have no alternative so- 
lutions to suggest. 

It is all the more amazing to see how 
consistently Mr Gorbachov has chosen 
to abide in principle by his policy 
line. 

For his chief foreign policy adviser, 
Anatoly Dobrynin, to admit that capi- 
talism's powers of resistance were un- 
derestimated and to pillory mistakes 
made in this connection by the com- 
munist movement is to cast doubt on 
an entire credo of Soviet-style social- 
ism. 

It heralds a revolution in thinking 
that testifies to the scope of modernisa- 
tion as envisaged. 

But let no-one be misled into believ- 
ing thal Mr Gorbachov and his asso- 
ciates have ceased to be ideologically 
motivated, 

They remain determined to renew the 
Soviet system to as to enable it to seri- 
ously challenge.the capitalist West, ¦ 

To this end, old dogmas ate jetti- 
soned and the charms of limited free- 
dom, initiative and a degree of free mar- 
ket economy have been rediscovered. 

But there has been no change in their 
sense of communist mission, which is 
where they differ as yet from their Chi- 
nese counterparts, whose sole aim is to 
develop their country. 

But their respective approaches to re- 
form show increasing signs of similarity. 

Joachim Worthmann 
(Sturtgarter Zeitung, 14 April 1988) 


In the run-up to this summer's Party 
conference, which can be expected to 
decide the fate of Mr Gorbachov's poli- 
cy, his critics within the Party are clos- 
ing ranks. 

The latest media claslı may have end- 
ed in a victory for ihe reformers, but it 
could hardly have shown more openly 
that the advocates of Brezhnev-style or- 
thodoxy have by no means given up the 
struggle, 1 

` For -the third-largest newspaper in 

whal continues to be a totalitarian state 
to carry a full-page article warning 
against parting company with socialism 
shows that the opponents of reform feel 
sure of some measure of top-level sup- 
port. 

Democracy as advocated by Mr 
Gorbachoy does not go so far as to al- 
low conservatives a forum in which to 
air their polemics, 

Democracy glasnost-style means a 
frank exchange of views on approaches 
to reform, but in strict compliance with 
the provisions laid down by the Party 
leader. 

So there are definite limits to the new 
liberalism in Moscow. Only Mr Gorba- 
chov's supporters are allowed to em- 
bark on experiments arid on new think- 
ing of their own — until the point at 
which his power within the Party is clıal- 
lenged. 

More can hardly be expected of a So- 
viet leader who faces opposition from 
conservatives not only in the ranks of 
officialdom but also among the general 
public. 

For the time being he is expecting the 
Soviet people to accept substantial sac- 
rifices, such as a reduction in subsidies, 
an end to tried and trusted concessions, 
and higlıer prices with no fundamental 
improvement in the supply of consumer 
goods. 

Besides, his policy seems to be en- 
couraging nationalist tendencies on the 
outskirts of the Soviet empire, 

Clashes in the Baltic states and with 


Li 
1 
9 
1 
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Mia Gorbachov celcbrates his 

second major foreign policy suc- 
cess with the signing of the Gencva 
agreement on Afghanistan. 

It marks the beginning of the end of a 
campaign that had become a heavy 
burden on Moscow, 

True, the withdrawal of Soviet lroops 
will not, by any stretch of the imagina- 
tion, mean peace. 

The terms agrecd provide for ncither 
a censcfire nor an end to arms supplies. 
But tho bloodshed will now be between 
warring Afghan parties, 

Jor Mr Gorbachov, cynical though it 
may sound, what matters is something 
cise, Bringing Lhe boys home will end a 
heavy world affairs burden on Moscow 
and lend fresh impetus to detente be- 
tween the superpowers, 

That was what mattered to Ronald 
Reagan tov, wha campaigned as an anti- 
Communist crusader and was clected 
President partly in view of the fighting 
in Afghanistan. 

Mr Reagan seems determined 1o end 
his second and final term in office as a 
President of peace, That accounts for 
his readiness for summit diplomacy, for 
the INF Trealy and for the formal 
ugrecment on Afghanistan signed by Se- 
creltary of State Shultz. 

The leaders of both superpowers 
seem resolved ai present to seek their 
salvation in foreign policy successes. Mr 
Reagan is keen to shine brightly in the 
US Presidential hall of fame, Mr Gorha- 
choy to score a point over his domestic 
opponents. 

For the hard-pressed Soviet leader 
and Kremlin reformer ending Moscow’"s 
Afghanistan adventure is not only an 
objective need but a decisive dictate of 
power politics. 


much in common with Mr Gorbachov’s 
approach. 2 

The Soviet leader lıas attributed the 
failure to establish communism to the 
total lack of .initiative and the preval- 
ence of Party red tape, which he pillo- 
ries for its unimaginative, routine ap- 
proach and its:tendency to corruption. 

The Chinese too have long realised 
that a thousand flowers must be allowed 


to bloom if a bearable warid is to be 


created. 

Sad to say, long and bitter setbacks 
preceded the resumption of a critical ap- 
proach by the National People’s Coni- 
gress and the decision to promote a grea- 
ter degree of self-administratlon and dec- 
entralisation, a free market economy and 


, acutback in Party red tape. 


Developments throughout the wotld 
show signs of similarity in being based on 
a realisation that ideological forecasts and 
commandments are no longer enough. - ; 

The crisis of international communism 
is not just a consequencé of dogmatism 


and its claim alone to know what is good - 


for the world. 4 ا‎ 
It is due more to the fact that pêople 
are keer to develop iidividually rather 
than merely to develop some system or 
other. .-'. ' - Karl Ackermann . 
(Mannheimer Morgen, 14 April.1988) 


Moscow takes 
ideological 
step backwards 


the decline of communism in the West 
to which he admitted both to trends in 
the Soviet Union and the East Bloc and 
lo the competitive edge enjoyed by the 
West. 

It was partly due, he said, to the 
West's undeniable scientific and tech- 
nologicnl revolution and to a technolog- 
ical lead that had brought about an en- 
ormous social realignment in the West, 

Old-style Marxist class struggle was 
no longer effective, especially’as social- 
ism had failed to makc use of its advan- 
tages, neither democratising society nor 


„ bringing about a. radical solution of 


economic problems. 

Communisls, he said, lagged behind 
everywhere in the field of international 
cooperation, Théê West as he uses the 
term İs clearly the sti¢k with which the 
Russian donkey is to be beaten. . 

That: doesn’t apply only to Europe. 
What is now happening n China his 


ST leaders have long been aware 
of the failure of a system based on 
ideology and empty pathos, but — as in 
other dictatorial regimes — few if any 
were prepared to acknowledge this self- 
evident truth. 

It took a ruthless realist to nail to (he 
Kremlin door his revolutionary tenet 
that the Soviet system could simply not 
carry on as it had been doing and that a 
realistic approach was indispensable, 
hecdless of doctrine and dogma. 

Anatoly Dobrynin, a former Soviet 
ambassador in Washington and senior 
secretary of the CPSU ceniral commit- 
tec, now dares to say that the collapse of 
capitalism is nol inıminent, as Soviet 
propagandists have proclaimed for de- 
cades. 

He can only do so with the backing of 
General Secretary Gorbachov, who has 
decided ln endorse such heresy in the 
Kremlin and is no longer preparéd to 
promote his Party's Gbscurantism and 
self-deception. 

lt is a dangerous game and can only 
pe won because there is no other.way 
out for the Russian people. It is only too 
cieor that in ideological terms this is a 
backward step and an admission of 
powerlessness. 

Mr Dobrynin was. careful to attribute 


toward people who hold views different 


from one's own are ignored. 
It is thus high time to recall the 


foundations of our free and domocratic 


system — bcfore thé risks threaten to je- 
opardise its very survival. 
Everyone likes freedom, especially 


` those who once lost it. But most people 


in the Federal Republic today have only 
second-hand knowledge of losing free- 
dom. Freedom is a matter of course. 

That is why many risk freedom more 
readily than they might be prepared to 
expose less self-evident valves to risk. 

Yet this freedom presupposes links 
and commitments, as it will otlıerwise 
degenerate into anarchy. 

Freedom will otherwise lead to the 
strong imposing their will on the weak, 
to the rich exploiting the poor’and to the 
fast outpacing the slow. 

These links, the constraints of the 
law, nced, like freedom itself, to be in- 
nlienable, as otherwise they will degen- 
êrate Into dictatorship. 

Dictatorship is basically links without 
freedom to go with them, In German 
history we have had more than our 
share of dictatorship, lcft- and righi- 
wing. 

Justice and the law are indispensable, 
and the law needs power if it is to he- 
come reality, Law without power is an 
illusion worth no more than the paper it 
is printed on. 

Neither ethically nor physically does 
itoblige anyone to abide by it. 

Power, however. — up fo and includ-= 
ing the clenched fist of furce — nccds l0 
abidû by the law to attain legality. 

A fundamental feature of the rule of 
law is that all power is legalised by the 
law (or cun At least be kept in clcck by 
il). 

If. n a free and dlemacritid sytem. 
CLAD PoWCT Huuturs ut Lhust whu Cx- 
ercise power are no longer suhject to 
the dictates of the law, cunstilutionil in- 
sues arise. 

In other words, the entire system is 
called into question. 

Any sober and level-headed apprai- 
sal of the position in the Federal Repub- 
lic is hound to refer to the numerous 
constitutional aspects of the system. 

The present and future of our polity 
will depend on how they are handled. 

J. Kurt Klein 
(Dic Wett, Bonn, 13 April IBN; 
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Dangers of yearning for an intelligible 
future in an age of shifting values 


Basic Law, the 1949 Bonn constitution, 
as stated by Günter Grass and Walter 
Jens — not unless one is prepared to 
give oneself up. 

That ought surely to be self-evident 
to intellectual authorities such as Grass 
and jens. 

In the late 1960s an ominous theory 
of the state was echoecl loudly, if not 
widely, in the Federal Republic. The 
state was defined as the immoral use of 
“structural force against the individual 
citizen." The individual, it was implied, 
enjoyed a right to use countervailing 
force. 

In practice that was a call to disregard 
all! laws that ran counter to subjective 
moral self-realisation. That tolled the 
knell of a minimum of ethical consen- 
SUS. 

The political response to this trend 
was hapless, In several Lgracler allempIs 
were rashly underlaken to incorporate 
this fateful “theory of the state" in the 
canon of political education. 

Only the hlind can now deny that ter- 
rorists and anarchists lay claim to the 
right Lo a countervailing use uf force, 

This trend was, similarly, not nipped 
in the bud, with the result that u guilty 
purly may soon be sought on whom the 
blame can be laid. No one is above viol- 
ence and murder. 

Initial regret was expressed that we 
have largely forgotten how to tuke a phi- 
knophical View af our fred and demne” 
Lallc syle, . 

The art af asking fundamental ques- 
tions is tending to atrophy behind the 
inclination to provide long-windcd and 
pseudo-suciological explanations. 

That only goes to show that the level 
of education of many people active in 
politics and the media has declined to 
an alarming degree 

Knowledge and facts are ignored 
where they might adversely affect power 
and influence. 

Not infrequently, the simplest pre- 
cepts of urbane and educated behaviour 


ideal future is more fascinating than 
changing an un-ideal present. 

Despite their many differences, 
young people today all feel they live in 
an unintelligibie world in which func- 
tional connections can no longer be 
controlled and in which forces exist that 
try to take man by the hand and lead 
him where he doesn’t want to gO. 

This unintelligible present triggers a 
growing feeling of unease and, often, 
anxiety. This much-vaunted and usually 
underrated anxiety is merely a natural 
reaction to an unnatural state Of affairs. 

This unease about the unintelligibillty 
of the present leads to a longing for an 
intelligible future.This legitimate long- 
ing for an alternative is, also, aimed at a 
new feeling of humanity. Many young 
people feel antiseptic inhumanity i is on 
the increase. 

Not infrequently, cir demonstr- 
ations of protest are nothing more than 
the expression of a collective experi- 
ence of humanity. 

This longing for an alternative has 
just been termed legitimate in the sense 
of justified. This legitimacy has a wide- 
ranging cffect on legality — in the sense 
of the constitution and the law. 

Yet it cunnot fundamentally be rated 
more highly than justice or the law, legi- 
timate though il may be to demonstrate 
against the proposed nuclear fuel repro- 
cessing plant at Wackersdorf or the new 
runway al Rhine-Mait iirport, Frank” 
lurt. 

Legality gues by the board, however, 
when two police officers are murdered 
us happened in Frankfurt) and hun- 
dreds uf fellow-officers need hospital 
treatment. 

Legitimate though it may be to dem- 
onstrate against the arms race in East 
and West, there is no justification for 
breaking the law by refusing to accept 
decisions reached by parliamentary ma- 
jorities. 

There is no justification for a “law of 
resistance" going beyond Article 20 of 


Last but not least, 1968 was the year 
in which Warsaw Pact traops invaded 
Czechoslovakia. Tanks faced people 
and Soviet tanks used force lo suppress 
the popular desire for a taste of free- 
dom. 

. A wave of solidarity with Czeclıosla- 
vakia swept the Federal Republic (and 
Western Europe), as did a wave of anger 
and admiration of resistance. 

Thus many features combined in the 
Jate.] 9605-10 trigger protest. lt included 
protest agaiuşt the superpowers for pre- 
ferring suppression.to politics. 

The bid to break new ground, at least 
in the Federal Republic, was reflected in 
a. music scene of which. beat cand rock 
music was the hallınark. 

One’.may ‘wonder .today : :whether it 
was all worthwhile :and whether any- 
thing was achieved. 1s. hard to say. In 
.1968, as opposed to 1848, there was no 
need to'gain acceptance of basic rights 
in the Federal Republic. | 
: „Besides, rapid developments in many 
sectors ensuredl the, beginning.c of ما‎ end 
of outmoded.structures, ... 

. In 1969 a conlition of Soclal and Free 


:Democrats came to power İn Bonn, and 
` rthe early.:1970s a successlon of treat- 


` les were tonçluded with the East Pla: 
. Continued on page 15 -: 


Era of student 
unrest ~~ . 
20 years later 

nior school and university : student pro- 
test in the late 1960s, prompting them 
{and many uriVefslty teachers) to throw. 
in-their lot with what was’known as the 
Extra-Parliamentary Opposition 
(APO). 

In Vietnam the Americans Were busy 
losing theif way in a ‘jingle war they 
could no lohger hope to win. Pictorial 
coverage of horrific and’ brutal propor- 
tions was flashed round the world. 


*Ho, Ho, Ho Chi-minh!" was the war 
cry of demonstrators ir the Federal Re- 


‘public. 


- There was unrest n thel Unltd’ States 
t00; wilh’ protest agalnst both thê Viet 


‘am war and oppression‘of binek Amer- 


icans. 

Biack oivil tights leader Mattin Lu- 
ther King was assassinated, So was Ro-' 
bert Kennedy, who stood for an end (o 
the Vietnam'war and for solidarity: Iik 
the dedo i in Americani soelety: 


wenty years ago, on 11 April 1968, 

student leader Rudi Dutschke was 
shot in Berlin. The shots not only 
marked him for life; they marked the 
end of a development in the Federal Re- 
public of Germany. , 

It was a development thal began with 

pratest against an affluent society .and 
ils bourgeois values and ended in resig- 
nation and violence. 
„, Dutschke, who never fully reçovered, 
was.a student leader who syrabollsed 
thé class of '68, campus unrest and the 
protest movements of the 1960s. 

The political.climate and social ştruc- 
tures of. the Federal Republic undeni- 
ably, triggered Protést and student un- 
rest. 

In Bonn the. Christian and : :Sociat 
Democrats .shared power İn a, Grand 
Coalition ovement from. 1966 to 
1969. i; .. 

Thelr joint exercise of pêr led to 
political storility.. and Perlamontery 
stagnatioh:. ‘r 
;: The political system. was oversha- 
dowed by. the Adenauer .era which, the 
longer it lasted, increasingly camé to rer 
ly on the maxim of “no experiments” As 
the yarëstiok of Christian Democratic 
and:conservative behaviour. . 

1 That alone was not. what triggered s se- 


Freedom without links and commitments 
will only degenerate into anarchy, says J. 
Kurt Klein, who is in charge of the 
Akadenmıle der Bundeswehr fir psycholo~ 
gische Verteldigung, In this artlcle, one of 
a series for the Bonn daily, Die Welt, he 
writes that values in Germany have been 
changing and people are becoming con- 
fused about where they stand. 


he system of values in the Federal 

Republic is undergoing its most 
serious crisis of confidence yet. Many 
reasons for this crisis are home-grown, 
while others are not subject to political 
influence. 

Vicwed superficially, the politico- 
psychological siluation is governed by 
many sectors in politics, not to mention 
science and industry, having grown too 
complicated for the man in the street. 

So lıe refuses to accept them rational- 
ly. They include European integration, 
security and defence policy, atomic en- 
ergy, electronics, chemicals, 

The vacuum leads to an emotionalisa- 
tion of argument. Never in post-war 
Germany has politics been viewed and 
discussed as emotionally as toclay. 

The time has come for those who feel 
politicians ought to reach and justify 
their decisions on the basis of the Ser- 
mon on the Mount. 

Conditions typical of the age in which 
we live include the Gi plisive increase in 
cummunications. especially telecommu- 
nicatiun.TV, for instance, has brought 
dbout greater changes in how we think 
and feel and what we want than any new 
medium. 

The umount of storable information 
is estimated to have duuhled belween 
1800 and 1900. 

Between 190U and today it has in- 
creased 150-fold. This means we are in- 
undated with information most of which 
is unnecessary in daily life. It also com- 
plicates communication between gener- 
ations. 

After the War people came to feel 
that the more information they had, the 
better.Younger people today have in 
contrast found that the more informa- 
tion hey have, the more confused they 
become. 

We are at. the beginning of an era of 
growing confusion over where we stand 
and what our bearings are, an era that 
has yet, to be defined in terms of cultural 
psychology. 

As orientation is invariably, valug-re- 
lated, we also facg. confuşlogyjg: ovr $y 
teın of values. Young people are on the 
lookout for new values, as.is shown by 
the growing tendency. toward religion 
(and toward offbeat sects). .. 

It is hardly to.the churches’ credit 
that many leading clergymen are no 
longer able (or willing) to answer press” 
ing questions of orientation. . 

Instead, they use sociological’ truisms. 
So do many. educntionalists; Journalists 
and “opinion-makers.” 

Many people. anxious. to ‘find new 
bearings feel utopian ideologies may be 
the answer. The result is a kind. of ren- 
aissance of ideologies. Marxist, anarch- 
ist, Green-alternative and, admittedly, 
natioralist.utopias are benefiting MOst. 

The temptation to accept ideological 
answers-is great because of thelr sense 
of .moral superiority.-Struggling for. ‘an 
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8PD's Bjërn Engholm .. . a ‘populer 


candidate. (Photo: Sven Slinon) 


cised by the CDU last year but it has al- 
ready fallen flat this year as an issue. 

The attempts by the CDU every year to 
criticise SPD education policies in fa- 
vouring developing the comprehensive 
school system is unlikely to interest any- 
one other than untiring critics in the 
schools themselves, 

It looks as if the Barschel affair will re- 
main the key issue, Gerd Walter, the SPD 
chairman in Schleswig-Holstein, is gunr 
ing for Stoltenberg, the CDU chairman 
Walter says Stoltenberg should take re 


م 


sponsibility for the affair. 


The CDU replies that this attitude isa 
breach of the fair-play arrangement be 
tween the parties, Günter Flessner, tl 


deputy CDU Lard chairman, referred {o 


what he called the serious mistakes of jusl 
a few politicians. The purty as a whole, he 


said, could not be held responsible, 


It will be interesting to see how th 
conservatives tackle the shattering results 
of the parliamentary commission of inqui 
ry into the affair during the election cam’ 
paign. 

Right wingers in the CDU and in ex 
treme right-wing groups are trying tO ex 
ploit the CDU crisis for their own ends. 
The Land election in Baden-Württenr 
berg, in which the CDU just managed i 
hang on to power, showed that a growing 
number of voters are willing to vote fOr 
right-wing radicals, even under circu 
stances which are much more favour 
for the CDU than in Sclıleswig-Holstel® 

So, all in all, it looks as if political poweî 
in Kiel will change hands. It 1š a thal 
the FDP will be able to keep the CDU in م‎ 
office. The likeliest result is that the SPD 
will not quite manage an absolule majoriy 
and will bè obliged to enter a coalitio 
with the FDP. A glance at Hoffman 
campaign teams reveals just how sceptlet 
1y the CDU regards its own prospecls. 
prominent politician from Bonn or fro 
the other Lênder was willing to help dr 
the Schleswig-Holstein Party out o 
mire by coming in to join the shadow @ 


binet, 
ا‎ Karsten Plog 
` (Peutséhes Allgemeines Sonntagsbl. 
` Hamburg, 10 Aprll 198 
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SPD better placed than ever 
to storm a CDU bastion. 


A coalition between the Social Déêmocrats and the Free Democrats seems the likel- 
test outcome when the northern Land of Schleswig-Holstein goes to the polls on 
May 8, says Karsten Plog In Deutsches Allgemeines Sonntûgsblatt. The election fol- 
lows an indecisive clection last year in wliich the biggest Issue was a dirty-tricks im- 
broglio whicl threw up the muckiest political scandal for years in Germany. Here is 


Plog's assessment. 


dyed-in-the-wool conservatives. Much 
of this is in the area just outside Ham- 
burg known as the Belt of Fat, Other- 
wise, the Landis nat all that wealthy. 

Many of the middle-class voters liv- 
ing in this area near Hamburg find it dif- 
ficult to support SPD policies. This be- 
came apparent even at the last election 
when the SPD achieved its best-ever re- 
sult here with 42.5 per cent of the votes 
cast to become the single biggest party 
in the Kiel assembly. Voting patterns re- 
vealed the resistance of the Belt of Fat 
voters compared with the overall trend. 

Nothing that has happened since the 
election last September gives any great 
hope that the CDU will be able to make up 
the lost ground in time for 8 May. Large 
sections of the party have been unable to 
draw the conclusions which needed to be 
drawn following the Barschel affair. 

Of course, the new candidate for Pre- 
mier, Hoffmann, is untarnished by tle 
affair, He is also a respected politician 
outside his own party. 

But this will hardly be enough, espe- 
cially in view of the fact that the crisis of 
leadership triggered inter alios by the 
CDU chairman in Sechleswig-Holstein, 
Gerhard Stoltenberg, still continues. 

Some of the party's former hopefuls 
such as its former representative in the 
parliamentary inquiry into the Barschel 
affair, Count Trutz Kerssenbrock, have 
been brought back to. earth with a bump. 

In an attempt to ensure his place on 
the party list of candidates Kerssen- 
brock, who is extremely conscious of 
the media, managed only to get 35 of 
the 400 votes at the reglional.party con- 
ference, This means that he will have to 
be first past the post in his own constitu- 
ency to get a seat in the assembly. 

The days when the CDU could rely 
on candidates winning most of the seats 
in Schleswig-Holstein are now over. 
Once, the SPD was happy if it won 10 of 
the 44 seats. But that changed funda- 
mentally in September last year. 

The SPD then took many seats which 
had traditionally been CDU property. 
CDU candidates on the party list could 
count themselves lucky that, under ‘the 
proportional representation ‘system, they 
didn't have to fight a constituency battle. 

Another difficulty for the'CDU is that 
no major issue which might stir the voters 


has emerged. The SPD envisage.phasing 


out nuclear energy. This was:heavily criti- 


. . = : : = = 


ceived opinions. and behavioural pek ! 
terns. 
`‘‘Thiš is a-risk for any mass organist ; 
tlon or .mass~orientated political pay ; 
The more fundamentalistic or ide 
the oganltation or N the „gone. | 
the risk, . ا‎ 
` More individual: freedom meanê 6 
general equality. 
Providing this does notlead: to a 
tüe-free society and egotism this 2% 
not be. harmful to deiiocraêy.’ e 
e ; Fans Şahmlted. | 
` (diner Stadt-Aizelger, Culogne,.13 April IPH E 


Continued from page 3 
lised that you can’t distribute more-thanı 
the economy produces, '*: :: ^ 

Baden-Wiürttemberg Prêmier Lothar 
Spiith, torcexample, achieved a no longer 
expected victory in the state assembly 
electlons with his argument that i improv- 
‘ing the situation for employers helps’ i im- 
prove the situation for employees, .. .. .. 

As the percentage .share of skilled 
‘Workers among the total iumber of‘em- 
ployees increases there is:also a growing 
leaning towards individuality ‘and tow- 
ards an emancipation : from predon- 


The CDU finds itself in a sorry state; 
and it has to blame some leading party 
members for the situation. The FDP, 
which has been assuming 'big-party airs 
and graces in recent months, and which 
lıas run into trouble as a result, will again 
have lo worry about whether it will even 
be able to get over the five-per-cent of 
the vote hurdle, which is necessary to get 
representation in the assembly, 

And the Greens doubt whether they 
will have a say in determining policies in 
the Land after the election. 

The CDU goes into the campaign with 
a team headed by a man regarded as a 
makeshift candidate who has come in in 
an emergency: Heiko Hoffmann, The 
SPD, on the other hand, is headed by 
Björn Engholm, the man who was the tar- 
get of the dirty-tricks campaign last time, 
Engholm has a widespread popularity 
and nıany CDU people like him as well. 

The SPD reckons that if it doesn't win 
this time in Schleswig-Holstein, then it 
never will. But it is determined not to 
counl its chickens before they're 
hatched. The Land has a hard core of 


CDU's Helko Hoffmann ... untouched 
by the scandal. (Photo: Poly-Press) 


he election takes place without the 

1wo figures who left a decisive mark 
on the election last year: Uwe Barschel, 
the Stnte Premier al tlie lime; und his 
public relations adviser, Reiner Pfeiffer, 
Burschel wus sometime after Ihe clec- 
tion found Jcad in a Geneva hotel. 


But despite the wheclings and deal- 
ings of that election campaign, the result 
was not a success for Barschel’s CDU, 
Instead it was a stalemate. The SPD got 
36 seats and the Danish minority party 
once; lhe CDU got 33 and the FDP 4, 


This time, almost cveryone expects 
lhe CDU, which has been in power here 
for 37 yeurs, to lose oul lo the SPD. 

Opinion polis give the SPD a clear 
lead, in some cases large enough to sug- 
gest that it has a real chance of winning 
an absolute majority, 
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nearly three times that of domestic or- 
ders. 


Galt and OECD now also take n 
more promising view of the outlook for 
the international cceonomy and for 
world trade. 


So German exports arc now cxpected 
10 increase by betwecn two and three 
per cent in real terms this year, while 
İinıports could increase by between five 
and six per cent. 

Lothar Judit 
\Frinkfurier Allgemdinr Zeitung 
fur Deutschland, 14 Murch JNK, 
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Confidence rises internationally as 1987 
) E reveal increase in trade 


in exports on the basis of its, New Year 
poll of members. : 

But it did say that German companies 
were expecting exports to decline and 
profits to be markedly hit. 

Meanwhile, however, the dollar has 
not just steadied; it has even gained 
ground to about DM1.70. 

This, taken alongside what continues 
to be a largely favourable economic out- 
look, especially in European countries, 
has led to trade and industry feeling 
more confident. 

Guarded optimism has been partly 
encouraged by recenl export orders, 
which in the New Year were in some 
cases well above the high levels aver- 
aged between April and December 
1987. 

This is true of export orders general- 
ly, of basic materials und manufncturcs, 
of capital and consumer goods. 

It naturally varies from industry to in- 
dustry but the seasonally- and inflation- 
adjusted trend is encouraging. 

Between December 1987 and Febru- 
ary LJ88 export orders were up 3.6 per 
cenl in real terms, or a growth rate 


World growth prospects are 
better, says Stoltenberg 


ate consumption and to encouruapink 
trends in industrial and commercial or- 
ders in the first quarter, 
Tax cuts. consolidation of the Jullar 
exchange rate and stable exchange rates 
in the Europeun Monetary Systen had 
contributed 1oward this irend. 
Jt must, he felt, be maintained and up- 
held worldwide if the trend was lo con- 
tinue on a long-term basis. The US bud- 
get deficit must be furıher reduced and 
US domestic spending be increased. 
In countries with an export surplus, 
particularly Germany and Japan, obsta- 
cles to growth must be further eliminat- 
ed, he said, without going into details. 
Advanced South-East Asian econo- 
mies, especially Taiwan and Korea, 
must play their part in helping to ensure 
trouble-free international! economic 
development by nbolishing tariff barri- 
ers and stimulating domestic demand. 
Herr Stoltenberg expected the lead- 
ing Western industrialised countries to 
reaffirm their.intention of joining forces 
and stabilising exchange rates. 
The World Bank had gained a sub- 
stantial extra çredit leeway now its capi- 
tal had again been increased. . 

„Bonn favoured an inerease ‘in. IMF: 
quotas next year andl would frankly.and 
benevolently discuss with its partners 
proposals for a more effective fom of 
supporl facillty. ° , 

He was not prepared to comment be- 
fore..the Washinglon meeting ‘on the 
commercial. banks’ proposal for an in- 
crease in SDRs.to facilitate:a Soutien to 
the debt problem. < 1 

He merely noted, in goneral terms, 
that. further ‘progress could -only: ‘be 
madê if.debtor and creditor countries, 


. internationêl, organisations and come” 


‘mercial banks were {o stand by their re 
sponsibilitles. and continue . to. e 
their contrlbutior’ toward a solulion,. 


ıı Stuuggrter Zoltona: 12 A REF 9 


erman economic growth this year 

could exceed twa per cent, Bonn 
Finance Minister Gerhard Stoltenberg 
forecast on the eve of the spring confer¬ 
ence of the IMF and the World Bank in 
Washington, D.C. 

The conference dealt with the inter- 
national economic outlook. economic 
and monetary policy cooperation be- 
tween the industrialised countries ancl 
the Third World's sovereign debts. 

All told, he said, the position of many 
heavily indebted developing countries 
continued to be difficult, while that of a 
number of very poor countries was criti- 
cal. The Washington conference would 
probably concentrate on the problems of 
debt-ridden countries with moderate na- 
tional products and on lhe extent to which 
new financial instruments might make it 
easier for the banks to chip in more cash. 

But fresh funds only made sense, 
Herr Stoltenberg said, in countries 
where the groundwork was laid for 
more growth and stability. 

The outlook for continued interna- 


tional economiç growth and 4 gradual .- 


approximation of trade. and current aÇ¬ 
count balances between industrialised 
countries was better this spring than at 
‘the end of last year. 

Aı the end of 1987, after serioüs up- 
sets in-foreign exchange and stock mar- 
kets, there were grave fears that the in. 
ternational economy could be in for a 
phase of slagnation or recession, not to 
mention serious trade clashes, , 

Close cooperation between the lead- 
ing industrialised countries .had, ,how- 


ever, played a large. part in ensuring - 


continued growth, and .fairly stable 
prices in these countries, which had a 


‘positive effect on the developing world... 


.. Inthe Federal Republic of.Germiany 


economic growth this year seemed like-' 


ly to amount:to over:two per cent,. due 


partly 1o a substantial increase in þrlv-. 


(aud further) inerease in the price of 
German goods in export markets. 

Yet exports, far from declining, in- 
creased steadily until the last quarter of 


0 1987, registering a real increase of 7.5 


per cent on 1986. 

One explanation for this trend is that 
exchange-rate fluctuations tend to have . 
a delayed-action effect on trade pat- 
terns. 

Besides, exporls were affected not 
only by a revalued deutschemark. The 
mark declined in value against sterling, 
the yen and the Swiss franc. 

AlJI told, the average revaluation in 
terms of a trade-weighted basket of the 
14 leading industrialised countries was 
a mere two per cent. 

That is not a figure which is likely to 
upset the competitive applecart to any 
great extent, especially as prices and 
costs in most competing countries in- 
creased faster than in the Federal Re- 
public. 

Last not lenst, German exporters sell 
well over two thirds of their goods in 
Europe, a part of the world blessed last 
year with relative exchange-rate slabil- 
ity. 

Mainly in view of forcign exchange 
trends the forecasts for IY88 have at 
times been somewhat gloomy. 

The Standing Conference of German 
Chimbers of Commerce and Industry 
t(DIHT) may nut have forecint a “lump” 


۱ 
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Fere trade withstood the heavy 
burdens to which il was imposed 
last year better than many had feared. 

Despite the turbulence on foreign ex- 
change markets and despite fairly slack 
economies in most industrialised coun- 
tries both exports and impûrts in- 
creased in 1987. 

German exports increased by 2.9 per 
cent in real terms, while imports were 
up 5.4 per cent after inflation had been 
taken into account. 

So export growth was more than 
twice what it was in 1986, while Ger- 
man demand for imported goods, which 
was much brisker than the growth of 
world trade in general, gave the econo- 
my a perceptible boost in supplier coun- 
ries, 

For the first time in seven years the 
current account surplus (including im- 
ports, exports, services and transfers) 
declined nominally and nat just in infla- 
tion-adjusted terns. 

The sound export showing is remark- 
able mainly against the background uf 
Jeutschemark rcvaluution. 

During 1987 the deutschemark 
gained 15 per cent in value against the 
dollar, which mvant a correspomliny 
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A rush to the 
professions 
is predicted 


Mz and more people are reported 
to be aiming at a career in the pro 


fesslons, says a Commerzbank survey, 

By the turn of the century the numbe; - 
of self-employed professional people i 1 
expected to increase from 363,000 n ! 
about 570,000. 

Pressure — and competition - Ek 
fierce, with the largest increase forecas 
for management, industrial and ader. 
tising consultants. 

In 12 years’ time there are expected 
to be 49,000 of them self-employed iı 
Germany, or twice as many as today. 

ıThe number of lawyers and consulting 
engineers is also expected to double, as 
against only a slight increase in numbers 
of artists, publicists, educationalists and 
people in the liberal arts generally. 

The reason for this rush to join the 
professions is, according to the Com- 
merzbank survey, the poor prospects of 
finding a job in either industry or the 
public. sector, plus the encouraging 
forecasts of incomes in the professions. 

Last year the average self-employed 
professional person gross 
DMS87,000. He (or she) naturally had v 
make a substantial provision for secur 
ity in old age. 

Besides, the survey continues, ih 
self-employed do nut work a 40-hor 
week. On average lhey work Sû hours: 
week. 

The prolessinns empluy roughly 1.2 
milion peuple and total an estimated 
turnover in excess uf DM 100bn a year. 

The medical professions tot 
143,000, making them the largesi cate 
gory. They include over 100,000 doc 
tors and dentists, 17,000 pharmacist 
and 22,500 people employed in nor 
academic medical professions. 

They used to earn more than other 
professions, but the rush to join their 
ranks and efforts to cut custs in tht 
health service are likely to reduce thei 
earnings markedly in the years ahead. 

An estimated 46,000 solicitors ad 
notaries, 34,000 tax advisers 
countants and 22,000 اانا‎ 
advertising consultants work in the f€ 
spective professions. 

Lawyers alrcady face tough competi 
tion, but the survey says the outlook 0f ; n 
these categories will contiriue to be fe 
vourable, subject only to a general ir 
crease in numbers. 

Beginners often find it hard to est 
blish themselves, They frequently Mt 
to survive very lean years before 
can hold their own in competition W' 
established practitioners. 

` The outlook for thie consttuctl 
dustry is felt to be so gloomy that 
country's 30,000-odd architects sem 
surê to face hard times. 

The 13,000 consulting engineers a | 
15,000 self-employed scientists in othe : 
disciplines should fare better. 1 

Harmonisation within the Eutoptal | 
Community’ is expected to bring abot 
substantial changes. 

.'Freedom.tû work anıd set up ifl pac". 
tice throughout the Comimunity will 6% , 


able anyone with qualifications ' f9" 1 


one member-country to Work or e 
in business in another, - 

. Existing restrictions such a6 ihe bat ا‎ 
on advertising ‘by professional peoP. 
are likely to go by the board, a8 
other requirements laid down ‘by 


fessional’ bodies and fees. based stra | : 
Andreas Richie? 9 
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They are a generation that rightly 
feels it has been left in the lurch. Society 
has let them down. 

Even if the situation does now im- 
prove, many: young people can: look 
back on hard times. One can but hope 
they will find suitable jobs. 

But some of them are sure to stay in 
the ranks of the unemployed until dem- 
ographic developments eventually re- 
verse the trend. 

Society, having failed to satisfactorily 
organise employment and education, 
will long have to pay the price for its 
mistakes. 

They may not be quantifiable, bul in- 
dustry could definitely do more if un- 
used or underused manpower potential 
were properly harnessed. 

The state would net more in taxes, 
unemployment insurance, health insur- 
ance and pension fund contributions 
wauld be lower and pensions çould be 
increased. 1 : 

. The employers’ laments about an im- 
minent shortage of schoal-leavers are 
bound to be music in young people's 
ears, 

The first signs of a manpower shor- 
tage are, admittedly, in trades that ar- 
en't very attractive. 

But, as time goes by, the shortage will 
spread to other trades and industries 
until school-leavers can once again pick 
and choose. 

They will be able to opt for the job 
that interests them and no longer have 
to make do with whatever just happens 
to be available. 

But judgment on the past decade 
must not be too harsh. Other leading in- 
dustrialised countries have fared even 
worse in their attempts to ensure that 
jobs and job training are available for 
school-leavers. 

Oil price shocks and exchange rate 
fluctuations have taken their toll, But 
one point is clear: we cannot afford to 
feel self-satisfied. Bernd Knebel 


(Hannoversche Allgemeine, 11 April 1988) 


Wi LABOUR 


The penalty for neglecting 
the nation’ s biggest asset 


brain power, vocational training and 
qualifications of the Germans. 

Unlike cash and kind, this is a com- 
modity that cannot be increased or mul- 
tiplied at will. That is why all investment 
inthe educalion and training of the 
young is an investment in the future of 
society as a whole. 1 

Decision-makers in the Federal Re- 
public have failed to make the right in- 
vestment, e : 

The overwhelming majority of 
school-leavers may always have found 
some trade to learn. or been able to 
study, but more would have been better, 

Insteacl of joining forces in this en- 
deavour, the country's cconoımic “sU- 
perpowers," the trade unions and the 
employers, have spent the past decade 
waging their cold war of old. 

Politicians have contented them- 
selves with appealing to all concerned. 
The result was an increase in the nunı- 
ber of apprenticeships and traineeships 
offered, with supply by and large meet- 
ing demand. 

Bul apprenticeships have continued to 
be in short supply, especially in develop- 
ment areas and, arguably morc important 
still, in (rades that are of crucial import- 
ance for the country's economic future, 

This somewhat slapdash and haplıa- 
zard approach to the problem of a boon 
of school-leavers has had repercussions. 

Hundreds of thousands of school- 
leavers who failed to find.an apprentice- 
ship left school to join the ranks of the 
unemployed. 

University graduates have been 
forced to do work well below their qual- 
ifications, job training schemes and 
work for a limited period in the hope 
that times might change for the better. 


hose were the days, lhe 1960s and 

carly 1970s, when school-leavers 
could pick and choose, when employers 
fought to sign on any apprentice they 
could find. 

Everyone could learn whatever trade 
he wanled, subject only to the limits of 
his abilily, either in industry or at uni- 
versily. 

As we all know, times have changecl, 
and changed very much for the worse. 
‘The [960s baby huom led to a clrarmatic 
inerease in the number of school-leav- 
ers İn the LY4Os. 

Even though the political problems 
{hat entailed could hardly have been 
more predictable, prospective employ- 
ers still failcd to provide enough ap- 
prenticeships to train them. 

The latest figures presented by the 
employers are u clear indication that 
happy days may soon be here again. 

The baby boom was followed by the 
after-effects of (he contraceptive pill: a 
low birth-rate generation thal will soon 
be leaving school. 

By the mid-1990s there will be a 
manpower shortage almost everywhere. 
Trade and industry, the Bundeswehr, 
schoals and universities are already 
starling to complain. 

Sacicly already has a high price lo 
pay for having failed to provide satisfac- 
tory vocational training for school-leav- 
ersin the 1980s. 

The only raw material to which the 
Federal Republic can lay claim is the 


Management: women stand to 
gain from changing times 


couraged. They also lacked self-confid- 
ence, 

Women who had “made it” said they 
had been through hard times and would 
not have lasted the distance had it not 
been for encouragement from the top. 

Staff usually feel it is somehow wrong 
for a woman to bein charge, Their views 
only change when the bass , eneourages 
the fair sex, 

And a mere 2,000 womet hold the 
whip ‘hand; as ' against ‘an ‘estimated 
52,000 male managing directors. 

Career women stressed that they set 
great store by an objective approach, 
saying men were afraid of emotions. - 

They felt a “he-woman” outlook was 
undesirable but warned' against using 
sex tactically in any way. 

Women who tried to use their charms 
on men in business negotiations soon 
found that thisiapproach backfired.: 

There was, however, nothing WEOBÊ 
with either‘sex being charming or at- 

tractive, sexually or otherwise, 

Time js on women's side. With.a shor- 
lage of executives and a new; less mius- 
cular approach to managéemént ' pre- 
ferred,‘ the fair sex. can o to bide 
their time, . 1 ا‎ 

3 They will get theres söoniér or' later, . 

` Dagmar Haas-Pilwat.. 
<(Rheinisehe Post, Düsseldorf, 9'April 1988) 


Four hundred executives (men and 
women; over a third were women) spent 
two days in Düsseldorf discussing the 
outlook at the 1988 German Manage- 
ment Congress. 

Organised by Düsseldorf as the 
North Rhine-Westphalian capital and 
the RKW, an industrial rationalisation 
organisation, it dealt with collaboration 
between men and women at the top of 
the career ladder. 

Delegates discussed problems of and 
with women aš men's bosses and of sex- 
tal connotations and innuendoes in the 
boardroom. 

Women, all were agreed, have never 
been as well qualified as they are today. 

Never have so many done so well at 
universily, especially with business-re- 
lated degrees such as economics, ma- 
nagement and law, 

Yet they tend to underrate them- 
selves. At the same time they are. too 
ambitious, whereas men haye no. com- 
punclion about airing their views cven 
an issues about which they know little 
or nothing, 

Women-prefer to stay in middle ma- 
nagement. rather Lhan to aim for the 
chief executive officer's desk. 

Their management skills, the con- 
gress was told, were not adequately en- 


vok in the appointments columns of 

daily newspapers and you will see 
that men are wanted in industrial, com- 
mercial and public sector management. 

Over 90 pe’ cent u f executive vacan- 
cies are for men only. A mere five per 
cent even go through the motions of 
saying that women may also apply. 

Executive appointments are never 
advertised for women only. But times 
will change. Surveys indicate there will 
be a shortage of half a million execu- 
tives by the turn of the century. 

Suitable male candidates will not be 
available to fill these 500,000 vacan- 
cies, so the obvious solution is to fall 
back on the hidden army of unemployed 
women. 

If the qualities specified in executive 
appointment advertisements are any 
guide, women ought surely to be well 
suited for most jobs on offer. 

Team spirit, good tisteners and appli- 
canls who have no qualms about taking 
decisions are very much in demand. All 
are qualities usually attributed, often 
«lisparagingly, to the falr sex. 

' Gane, or so ft would seem, are the 
days (ur gone they soon may be) when 
men held sway hy virtue uf will power, 
energy and ambition. 

Auwhority and clbowing ure Ou a 
softer approach is in. [t may not be typl- 
cal uf women, though; some men al- 
reudy prefer it. 

Besides, there is no longer felt to be a 
style of leadership specifically attribut- 

„ ed to one sex or lhe hE individualism 
is the catehword, 


crude oil, will 
Opec's reserves. 

They are estimaled less on a geologi- 
cal basis than on one of accountancy. 
The term “proven oil reserves" means 
reserves that can profitably be extract” 
ed, taking economic and technological 
considerations into account, 

In reality geologists have located oil 
reserves 10 times the level they current” 
ly specify as “proven,” and even ollfields 
that are now being worked are only rat- : 
ed at aboul 30 per cent of their capacity. : 

Producers rely on underground pres- : 
sure to extract the oil. This pressure is 
exhausted by the time between 25 and ر‎ 
„30 per cent of the oil has been extracted. ا‎ 

The remainder stays put and is not in- 
cluded in reserve estimates. 

When these factors are borne in 
mind, no-one will need to be upset by 
reserve estimates. As long as there has 
bcen an oil industry the proven reserves 
have invariably been enough to mect de- 
mand for a further 30-40 years. 

That will probably stil be the ease in 
a century's time. So the excitement 
caused by the latest estimates published 


automatically boost 


in the Oil & Gas Journal merely reflect 
power pulitics. 

As soon as the Gulf War is over (and 
it strictly limits Opcu’"s leeway} the Went 
could well face fresh ceunomic faits do 
caomplis. 

Iran and lrg rely on petrudollars lt 
bankrall their wur und are replied U 
have pledged au nunıher ol thvir nilwells 
tı Western caunlrics. Their output iv 
cerlainly to blame bor it price-vuttiny 
glut ûn Lhe wil mt hel. 

But this glut vf uil produced in the 
Middle Elst could well conte tu an end 
at the same time is uil reserves in the 
West grow scarce. 

America, Jupan and Eurape will then 
have no choice but to make Ihe best of a 
bad job. 

They could work the enormous but 
expensive reserves of heavy oil and oil 
sand and shale, but that would enlail in- 
vestmenıt totalling $1,000bn. 

They could switch from oil to natural 
gas, but Western reserves of natural gas 
are also limited and being supplanted by 
gas piped from the Soviet Union and 
Algeria. 

Last not least, they could devote their 
attention and creative imagination to 
developing energy-saving techniques 
and non-fossil, non-nuclear fuels. 

Oitinter Buschmann 
(Deutsches Allgemeines Sonntugsblatı, 
Hamburg, 10 April 1988) 
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Increased estimates of oil reserves: who 
has got who over a barrel now? 


Between them they make up a fair 
number of countries well-disposed tow- 
ard the West and heavily committed in 
the West by way of investmenls. 

That need not stop them from making 
the best use they can of their financial 
options as other Western oil suppliers 
slowly run dry. 

They have the whip hand in any case, 
not just because of their enormous 
proven reserves but also because their 
production costs ‘are much lower than 
those of other producers, 

A barrel of oil costs betwcen $1 and 
$3 to produce in the deserts of Arnbia, 
as against $10-15 in the West, where oil 
platform technology is often costly and 
camplex. 

At the current market price of $18 
per barrel a nunıber of producers find il 
hard to nake ends meel in Western oil- 
fields. 

That provides (he Arab petrolcum- 
exporting countries, should they ever 
reach agreement ağain, with a brilliant 
means of manipulaling the world mar- 
ket, 

lf ıhey want to bring Western oil pro- 
duction to a halt all they need tv lo is to 
cut oil prices to roughly what if costs the 
West 1o produce vil. 

If, in contrast, they decile to make 
their reserves last longer, all they nve 
to Jo is push he oil price sou ligh thar 
{he West starts lu Expluit is umn uil re- 
SECU AEMN. 

Does that mean Opec holds the whip 
hand whatever happens? Not quite. 

If Opec were to push prices Up tn, 
sùy, $35-40, it would automatically jen- 
pardise ii» monopoly of supplies. 

The industrialised countries would 
then develop cxpensive energy alterna- 
tives that have so far heen neglected on 
cost grounds. 

Oil itself would be the most signifi- 
cant alternative: heavy oil. oil sand and 
shale, all of which are available in enor- 
mous quantities in America. 

Their only drawback is (halı they can 
only be exıracted and supplied to refin- 
eries and consumers at a production 
cost of $35 per barrı . 

Heavy oil and oil sand and shale re- 
serves, mainly in the United States and 
Canada, roughly correspond to Opec’s 
present proven crude oil reserves. 

But technical progress, together with 
any increase in the market price of 
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Yet oil output was already the exact 
opposite, with Opec production making 
up just over one third, 40 per cent pro- 
duced by “safe” non-communist coun- 
tries and the remainder, about a quar- 
ter, by East Bloc countries, including 
China. 

The communist countries used most 
of their oil themselves, exporting little 
or none to the rest of the world. 

Many oilfields in the West have been 
worked 10 times as fast as oilfields in 
Opeo countries. 

There was, of course, û reason for 
that. In the early 1970s the Opec coun- 
tries, most of which are in the Arab 
world and Africa, supplied over half the 
West's oil, initially charging very low 
prices. 

The United Stales, encouraged by 
such bargain-basement energy supplies, 
came to rely, and to rely unnecessarily, 
on Opec oil. 

Opec, itself encouraged by its share 
of the market, then increased oil prices 
in two major rounds of price increases 
from $2 to $40 per barrel. 

Western vil companies thereupon 
switched aver to Western producers ds 
far as they cuull. 

They mainly bought oil from Mexicu, 
the United States, Canada and the 
North Sea, which between them account 
for roughly 12 per cent of the world’s oil 
reserves, 

Yet they account for 3U per cenl wif 
pise wurld uutpul, su swik hing Lu 
them, plus Venezucla and Indonesia, as 
ull suppliers cun only work for a limited 
period. 

By the end of the century most of the 
West's oil reserves, especially North Seu 
and US oil, will have been exhausted. 

The Federal Republic of Germany, 
with low filling station prices that make 
it a motorist’s Mecca, will be particular- 
ly hard hit. 

Forty per cent of oil sold in Germany 
is either locally produced or imported 
from the North Sea, both likely to be ex- 
hausted over the next decade and a half. 

For the West as a whole the story is 
slightly different. One of the big winners 
in newly-estimated oil reserves is Ven” 
ezuela. Its estimated reserves have tre- 
bled, while those of the United Arab 
Emirates have increased fourfold. 

‘That leaves Saudi Arabia, which still 
accounts for roughly a quarter of the 
world’s proven oil reserves. 
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Opec oil reserves are on the increase, 
the West's on the decline, says a US 
trade journal. Docs the industrialised 
world risk further dependence on the oil 
sheikhs? 


he latest estimate of world crude re- 

serves by the Oil & Gas Journal, a 
US trade paper that is prescribed read- 
ing for oilmen, is much higher than pre- 
viously assumed. 

In comparison with previous figures 
estimated world reserves in 1988 haye 
increased by 27 per cent at one fell 
swoop to 121 billion tonnes. 

This is an all-time record, as the trade 
well knows, In lerms of current world 
consumption totalling roughly three bil- 
lion tonnes a year, the latest estimated 
reserves should be enough for another 
4( years Or S0. 

Reassuring news for motorists, peo- 
ple with oil-fired central heating and the 
petrochemical industry. Not to mention 
economic policymakers. 

The international upswing suslained 
for the past six ycars has owed little to 
the economic genius of Ronald Reagan, 
Margaret Thatcher and Helmut Kohl. 

It has been due to lhe sudden surplus 
of crude oil afler years of artificially 
short supply. 

So the news is good for everyone wlio 
is happy to carry on as before. But on 
closer scrutiny the implications, piurti- 
culaly he puobtuil ımplicatiuns, ul thls 
newly-proclaimed abundance of energy 
reserves are far lrum reissuring. 

The increase is due entirely to un en- 
ormous hoost in the reserves of the 
Opec countries, the countries thitt from 
1974 to L9Y8U pursued oil price policics 
which triggered the most serious crisis 
uf the capitalist system since 1929, 

Opec reserves have been re-estimat- 
ed at 91 billion tonnes, up 40 per cent, 
while those of other oil producers de- 
clined by two per cent to 3Û billion 
tonnes. 

So three quarters of the world's pet- 
roleum reserves lie benealh Opec coun- 
tries, all of which except Venezuela and 
Indonesia are in politically insecure 
parts of the world. 

Until last year the accepted view was 
that the Opec countries accounted for 
two thirds of the world’s oil reserves, 
with the West and the communist coun” 
tries sharing the remaining third. 
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Kubbig said: “There are defence fears 
that the US could decouple itself from 
Western Europe via SDI. The key words 
are zones of dissimilar defence," 

He continued: “The other fear the ad- 
vocates of the agreement had was thal 
the Federal Republic would lose touch 
with US technology. Both parties thee 
were drawn towards this agreemeu 
which both sides saw as a compromise.” 

Kubbig said that within the Bom 
coalition and its constituent parties 
there were calls for the FeJderul Repub 
lic to participate financially in SDI art 
not just wilh a Iramewurk agreemen 
which would mike it easier fur Federal 
Republic f[irıns ts get cantritets fram the 
United Sales. 

If the framework agreement was de 
vised for the benctil of industry what d 
industrialists themselves think of it? 

Kubbig said: “From the outset indus’ 
iry was in the main sceptical. Industrial 
ists regarded participation in SDI wit 
caution, primarily because they already 
had had experience in dealing with lh 
US, not only in the civilian sector bul il 
arms matters.” 

“They knew that American legislation 
was very restrictive, limiting, prolet" 
tionist, In other words industry hadprt + 
viously seen that not much was tobeer, | 
pected and not ınuch can be expecled j 
he said. 

According 10o Bernd Kubbig the fact i 
that the Bonn government had never j 
theless gonc along with this agreement 
did not go unnoticed by internal Amer ; 
can SDI sceptics.and opponents. "| 
` “The ultra-conservatives of all pê ı 
ple, who did not go along with the aim 
of the Federal government's arms cor 
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, trols Policies, used this frame’ 


agreeméht to strengthen thejr pO 1 
stance.” | 
Kubbig continued: “But those e 

tors and congressmen who shared 


. Federal Republic's attitudes, liberal e 
ponents and moderate sceptics Of 


SDI programme that is, felt themsel 
snubbed by Bonn.” i 
` According to Kubbig Senator Wil 1 
am 'S. Proxmire, Democrat, Wiscons i 
is an example. He is one of the best [ 
known opponents of SDI, but was 
with just one argument when Bonn had: 
given in to the agreement. ا‎ 
The Senator, Kubbig sald, tee | 
that the Europeans had been bought bY 1 
the framework agreement, Only. in 
way could the Federal Republic, ل‎ 
Bonn government at least, muffle IS. 
ticisms of SDI,” 


, Rhelniseher Merkur/Chrlst und 
٠ ت و‎ Bonn, Apri! 


Canada has received SDI contracts 
valued: at $900,000. and Belgium 
$90,000. The Belgians and the Dutch 
have both expressed their scepticism 
about SDI. 

What is the implication of these facts 
for the argument advanced that those 
who do not participate in SDI are bound 
to become technologically second-rate 
in the civilian sector? 

Kubbig said: “Looking at the con- 
tracts that have been placed it is quite 
clear that Federal Republic firms have 
gained no practical Know-how. Arms 
cuoperation is no way to build up solid 
and promising high technology policies 
in the civilian sector." 

He continued: “Anyone who wants to 
close possible or real technological gaps 
should pursue paths of civilian coopera- 
tion. Many of the limitations, which ap- 
ply to military matters, would fall away 
if this were done." 

Kubbig published a list from the Pen- 
tagon which shows that the US Defence 
Department had signed agreements with 
the German companies Zeiss, Schott 
and Heraeus long before the signing of 
the framework agreement. 

This indicates clearly that SDI con- 
tracts are signed irrespective of an SDL 
framework agreement. 

In July 1986, four months after 
Bangemann and Weinberger signed the 
agreement,. Messerschmitt-Bölkow- 
Blohm received the largest single con- 
tract awarded to a non-American com- 
pany within the SDI context. It was val- 
ued at $34m. 

Taking into consideration the size of 
the contract and the time span for its 
completion Kubbig believes that negoti- 


ations were under way for this: deal’ 


when Bonn was in the midst öf wrestling 
for the framework agreement, eventual- 
ly signed in March 1986. 

According to this Pentagon list, Ger- 
man companies which had also been 
given contracts included . Diehl, 
Rheinmetall, Interatom, Siemens, Dorn- 
ier and Krupp-Atlas — noone neéds 


fear that SDÎ contracts are a matter of 


life or death for these industrial giants. 

Their range of high technology pro- 
ducts is well-known internationally and 
includes mirrors and reflectors, high- 
frequency technology, signals process- 
ing, optical sensors, systems elements fo 
acceleration in high-speed missiles, ma- 
terials research, space-lab sub-systems 
— high technology that it is right to sup- 
pose would be ordered without an SDI 
agreement. Then why this framework 
agreement? Does the Bonn government 
believe it is obliged to be a partner of 
tHe United States? 


W BUSINESS 


What SDI is doing for 
German industry — not much 


the agreement would involve. There 
were many expressions of euphoria.” 

He continued: "The truth is that to- 
day, two ycars after the agreement, con- 
tracts valucd at $50.5m have been 
handed out to German firms and re- 
search establishments, mainly Stuttgart 
University." 

Just how limited this share is can be 
seen from a glance at the tolal of SDI 
contracts. “That is 0.5 per cent of all 
SDI contracts handed out up to the spr- 
ing of 1987 — about as much as have 
heen placed in the state of Utali,” Kub- 
hig said. 

He continued: “These contracts to 
German companies and institutions 
make up one per cent of lhe total of SDI 
contracls handed oul to foreign firms 
and institutions — just about as much as 
have been placed in the state of Colora- 
do." 

The climate of opinion within the Un- 
iled Slates has also changed, analogous 
with this transatlantic disillusionment. 
“Attitudes to SDI have altered consid- 
erably, particularly in Congress, which 
ultimately las to approve spending the 
cash," Kubbig suid. 

“Although the Reagan administration 
has trimmed the SDI budget as com- 
pared with previous years, the discre- 
pancy between what the Administration 
is demanding and what Congress is pre- 
pared to approve has become greater. 
There is no doubt that ıhe majority in 
Congress is critical of SDI," said Kuh- 
big. 

How has this increased gap in the fi- 
gures come about? Kubbig conımented: 
"Glancing at the 1989 budget in terms 
of funds requested for the SDI pro- 
gramme 1 cstimate that up until now 
about $2Ubn has been put into the pro- 
gramme or will be allocated for it." 

He continued: “This is against the 
original hopes of getting $26bn, Discus- 
sions about the 1989 budget are still ğo- 
ing on, but nevertheless you can assume 
that Congress will cut the funds allocat- 
ed even more drastically." 

The one per cent of SDI contracts 
that has been placed abroad is divided 
among eight countries. Compared with 
the others the Federal Republic with 
$50.5m worth of contracts has the lion's 
share. 

Britain holds second place with $30m 
worth of orders. Here the discrepancy 
between hopes and reality are much 
more conspicuous. 

In the expectation of many contracts’ 
the British Defence Ministry opened its 
own SDI office, employing 24 in Britain 
and seven in tlıe US, at an annual cost of 
$ 500,000. 

Over the past two years the Dutch 
have becn given SDI contracts worth 
S121n, Israel and Italy have each re- 
ceived contracts valued at S11m, 
France ŞS5m., " 

The French participation shows that 
the American SDI administration pur- 
chases important know-how from wher- 
ever İt is offered, disregarding whether 
the country concerned has signed a 
framework agreement or not, 

‘The French government not only re- 
fused to sign the agreement but for a 
long time has made no secret of the fact 
thal it regards SDI in a very critical 
light. Paris has given French companies 


a free hand to participate in SDI, how-' 
ever, 


conomic Affairs Minister Marlin 


Bangemann and US Defence Secre-, 


tary Caspar Weinberger signed an SDI 
framework agreement un 27 March 
1986. 


It was intended {o serve as ù “broad. 


principle for possible extensive partici- 
pation" by German firms and research 
establishments in the Strategic Defence 
Initiative (SDI), 

What effect has lhis “memorandum of 
understanding" had? Bernd W, Kubbig 
of the Hesse Foundation for Research 
into War and Peiuce has examined whal 
has heen uchicved two years after Me 
agrtement was signed. 

In his report he cones to the conclu- 
sion thal many expectations were just 
soap bubbles and hurst. 

One of the main hopes was that 
thruugh SDI parlicipnlion German 
firnıs would he able to take part in AM- 
erican research projects. 

The truth is that (wee ycitrs later Ger= 
man firms havc nut taken part in leehni= 
cil know-how lo any noteworthy exlent 
because of restrictive American legisla- 
tion. 

Kubbig is un America expert at (he 
Flesse War and Peace Foundation and 
did a doctorate in political science. 

He has looked it SDI relations within 
the context of a project supported by 
ıhe¢ Bonn-hased Scientific Research As- 
sociation (DFO). 

He has visited the United States any 
nunıber of times and has carried on his 
reseach within the SDI administration, 
in the Pentagon and the offices of {he 
US Senate and House of Representa- 
tives, 

He has come to the conclusion that 
hardly any of the expectations held for 
SDI cooperation have come to fruition. 

Chancellor Helmut Kohl had hoped 
for fair partnership and a free exchange 
of knowledge from the Federal Repub- 
lic"s involvement in SDI. 

Through the framework agreement 
the Federal Republic should have parti- 
cipated in the innovative thrust of the 
programme and exerted some influence 
on the programme as a whole. So the 
Chancellor said in his government state- 
ment of 18 April 1985. 

But instead of the expected partner- 
ship developments took place in the US 
after the signing of the agreement that 
ran counter to Federal Republic hopes, 

The secrecy surrounding scienlific- 
technical data was intensified. Secondly 
there was an increased leulency to limit 
unelussificd research contracts from the 
Pentagon tmong universities and orders 
to Defence Depurtment contractors 
were sharply reduced. 

"The export of military high technol- 
ogy, mainly micro-clectronics, imporl- 
ant or regarcledl as imporlant, was mude 
in practice und at law extremely diffi- 
cult. 

These factors are not compatible with 
the idea of fair parlnership. They have 
reduced to a mere trickle the broad flow 
af canlracts expecled as û TonsEequece 
of the frumework agreemenl. 

Kubhig said: “There were and are no 
precise [igures about what it was hoped 
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Tona-up, tune-up. A 19th century grand plano slowly loses its wrinkles. 


torers" associations and mentioned In 
their “Pink Paper," could only come 
about gradually. For a long time restor- 
ation has been associnted with idens of 
the work of the craftsman, although 
there have been people who have not 
gone along wilh this. 

Metternich, for instance, when a state 
sccretary in the Austrian government, 
called for the establishment of a chair 
on art restoration at the Vienna Acader 
my as carly as 1837. 

Then the East Prussian picture restorer 
Victor Bauer-Bolton called for systematic 
training for restorers in 1%13. 

Up to the 1970s the vicw expressed 
in 196 by Wilhelmsen in his Werk start 
ausbildung fiir Resittrateren — erlditert 
an cinem Beispiel {(Workshnp Training 
for Resturers — Explained by un Exam- 
ple) has prevailed. 

He believed that practical work was 
the only way to train a restorer, He he- 
lieved that “theorelicul work" wan of only 
limited use and could be provided in spe- 
cial locations and ùt special times. He re- 
jected the idea of a training institute. 

Only in the past few years has there 
been a change of heart among specialist 
associations, brought about by the esla- 
blishment of a degree course at arts col- 
leges in Hildesheim and Cologne. 

Students are given a degree in the art 
of the restorer after having completed at 
least eighl semesters. This is an important 
step in maintaining acceptable standards 
and training at scientific levels. 

Training is no longer haphazard anıd 
the qualifications of a young restorer are 
no longer dependent on the reputation of 
the restorer he or she trained under, 

There are many arl objects in the stor 
erooms of museums and in private collec- 
tions in this country, items of consider- 
able historic importance, that should be 
subjected to processes of conservation. 

In the midst of the quarrels between 
craftsmen's societies and restorers” as- 
sociations it should not be forgotten 
that what is at stake is the future of 
works of art which should be preserved 
for ¢oming generations, 

It is to be hoped that Hohenwarth 
Castle in the Upper Palatinate will re 
maln an inglorlous exception; 
` In this case historical monument 
‘pregervation' erafismen took very little 
rêgard io ihè original raof 1russ and 
,ihrew It away. 

‘Johannes Taubert described viha he 
believed was essential to be a gûod restor- 
er. He sald he must have ‘theoretical ‘and 
Frhctical kriowledge, sensitivity and piti- 
encê, ‘Then ‘he thought for a moment 
ûhd’ addéd' “He. mist, „e ‘prepared’ to 
reach for the starş." f د‎ mut Helde 


1 .. eee Allgemeines Sonntagsblalt, 
Hf, Sea, dh Hamburg, Ap 9 


torical justification. . 


ultra-violet and infra-red rays. Only af- 
ter an analysis of the materials, often re- 
vealing facets that were unknown, can 
the restorer make recommendations As 
to whether a work can be restored and 
how he proposes to go about the task, 

His aim is not to produce a flawless 
work of art, bul rather lo preserve the 
original. The restorer records every slep 
of his work in words and pictures. 

But his work is not just that. When 
the book has been successfully restored, 
it has to be put in the museum's exhibi- 
tion halls. 

The restorer must censure that Lhe 
book. when successfully reslored, is on 
display in a position that is adequately 
ventilated. He must keep watch on the 
humidity in the case where the work is 
displayed. He is respunsihle lor regulir- 
1 curing hit he object remiins U 
good condition. 

This shows that the restorer's art in- 
cludes a knuwledge of art histury, chem- 
istry, technology, photography and con- 
serving processes. The restorer must al- 
so have artistic talent and be nimble 
with his or her fingers. 

The craftsman is involved in purely 
creating something new, The restorer is 
involved exclusively in preserving an 
original work of art. 

Fundamentally the restorer's art is in- 
volved with an original object, with a 
work that is historically unique, 

Walter Benjamin wrote a book enıti- 
tled Der Ursprung des Kuustwerks im 
Zeitalter seiner technischen Reprocli- 
zierbarkeit, or The Origin of the Work 
of Art in an Age 0 Technical Reprodu- 
cibility. He said in 
this book that when 
a ‘work fell ‘into 
neglect if automati- 
cally lost its artistic 
value and its ge” 
` nuineness and aU” 
“thorlty‘ were qües- 
tioned. This also al- 
ters the apprecia- 
tion of the work. 
Specifically . this 
means’ a confusion 
of the status of the 
êi craftsman and res- 
torer reduces thie 
. aft of restoration tO 
something purely 
technical, someth- 
. lng.that has no his- 


A.quick .glancé at 
° the history. of pic- 
türe - ۰ restoring 
shows. why,. since 
1981: at ‘the latest, 
this vlew; shared by 
.All officials in. res- 


(Fhotos: Peter Satfkow) 
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Old things, new faces: the 
role 0 the restorer 


binder, or alternatively five years' prac- 
tical experience as 2 * "restorer," for par 
ticipants in a 30-month training course 
in the city's museums. Hamburg finally 
issues successful students a certificate 
as trained restorers. 

Because the Hamburg model is very 
much geared to practical work it has not 
been adopted nationwide, nor is the 
Hamburg certificate recognised ir the 
other federal states. 

Controversy about training in, the res- 
torer's art has been going on for a long 
time. The dispute revolves round a de- 
finilion of what restoring involves: in 
practice and where is the line drawn in 
the training for a craftsman. 

There has also been much discussiorı 
on just how to train a restorer, This con- 
troversy is also linked with tle question 
of the status of the profession. 

Craftsmen have traditionally been inı- 
volved in the preservation of historical 
monuments and furniture. After a cer- 
tain period in practical work they are 
regarded as restorers. 

This fact, linked to economic consid- 
erations, has led the national crafts- 
men's association to draw up A jo de- 
seription for “craftsman restorer." 

A glance at the work involved in res- 
toring shows just how far the crafts- 
men's association has underestimated 
the work involved in the art of restoring. 

The Hamburg Arts and Crafts Mu- 
um, for instance, has iı Venetian huuk, 
Jaling Lrom 145Y, cututled Histurtd ul 
uralis de C. Pinto. When it is remem- 
bered that Johnnes Gutenberg only de- 
vised printing in 1450 i1 is obvious that 
ıhis tome is of considerable value. 

The volume had been badly damaged 
by insects and the paper had disinte- 
grated because of its age. 

The restorer, who undertook the res- 
toration, is responsible for books and 
drawings in the museum, He also looks 
after the largest collection of posters in 
Europe. 

He drew up a detailed catalogue of 
the damage, including what efforts had 
previously been made to preserve the 
volume and a precise description of its 
state of preservation, 

To do this he subjected the book to 
laboratory tests and examinations by 


er look: Fine work on‘caramlos 1 alded by using. 
ıthls technical. microscope. ‘Falthfulness to the original .ls 
, {he'aim,' not technloal perfectlon, 


Gr'restor~ 


A 1913. publication on restoring works 
of art, written by Professor Konrad 
Lange, had the curious title Ein. dank- 
barer Frauenberuf (A Rewprding Wom” 
en's Profession), 

*] would particularly ê women in- 
terested in art history," he wrote, “tO 
consider whether their loye of art and 
old masters might not persunde them to 
consider training in this wonderful 
women's profession rather than writing 
a thesis on art history," 

This might sound a little odd today, 
but this view is expressed with an un- 
derstanding of (he restorer’s art that 
calls for handling historic works of art 
with sensitivity. 

For some time the number of people 
visiting museums has been on the in- 
crease, Special exhibitions are held ev- 
erywhere. Bids in auction houses are 
getting higher and higher. 

The restorer is indispensible in all 
this. His or her work of rescuing old pic- 
tures, drawings, books and antiques 
from decay and decline is more often 
than not arduous and calls for consider- 
able patience. 

The restorer guarantees thal works of 
arl are brought back to their pristine 
glory ind in ne way talsiliul. 

The restorers’ associations said in A 
statement, called "The Pink Paper" be- 
cause of its cover, that: “Resturatiun 
means today the utilisation of scientific 
methods for the preservation of historic 
works." 

An unbiased reading of this state- 
ment must lead to the impression that 
all is well in the preservation of works of 
art in private or public collections. 

There were and are indeed qualified 
restorers in the Federal Republic. 
Among the internationally well-known 
restorers from this country are people 
such as Doerner (in pre-war Munich), 
Wehlte in Stuttgart and Wilhelmsen and 
Taubert, who specialise in paintings and 
. sculpture. 

Nevertheless the astonishing fact is 
that this profession, which is responsi” 
ble for so much art, is not given official 
recognition in this country. Anyonêé can 
set Up as a restorer. Neither the profes- 
sion nor movable art works are offered 
legal protection, - 

Astonishment is even rater if one 
looks at the training: faciliti 
ers in the various federal states. Because 
each state has sovereignty over its own 
cultural affairs, there are considerable 
differences in training for: the profes- 
sion. 

The basics of the restorer’s art can be 
learnt by practical work in a museum or 
by working with an’ independent restor- 
er. Usually this means At least five years’ 
ttaiiiıg with no exaniination at the end: 

In Bavaria. therë are’ special acade- 
mies that irê in èffeêct just teéhnical êol- 
leges. In 1976 an listitute för the Tech- 
nology: of Paintihg was §et' ùp’in ‘Stutt- 
gart. This iistitute offers a coursê'in Teêš- 
toring’ and’ issues a degrëe ori restora- 


tian lechniques involvihg painting’ antl 


sculptufe. 
‘Since .1982 Hambiurg has deaided 
prior: training as a carpenter. or book” 
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Von Karajan : . . llving legend, 
(Photo: Deutsche Grammophn} 


Von Karajan 
still going 
strong at 8Û 


erbert von Karajan has become a 

legend in his own lifetime. He has 
placed his stamp uniquely on the music 
ofthe 20th century, 

When he stands with eyes closed or 
the podium in front of “his” orchestra ii 
is a great moment for Berlin's Philhar- 
monic, 

He-has just celebrated his Rih birth 
day in his native Salzhurg. 

For the past 30 years Karajan, an 
honorary citizen of Berlin, has been the 
artistic director uf the Berlin Philhar- 
monic, an appointment he holds for life. 

Wolfgang Stresemann, the former di 
rector of the Berlin Philharmonic, sait 
on the occasion of Karajan's 70th birtlr 
day that the two were melded together, 
conductor and orchestra, “in an incom” 
prehensible fashion." 

Then this stroke of guod fortune Was 
severely shattered, His decision to ap” 
polnt a 22-year-old Munich girl as clar- 
inetist attracted more headlines than 
Karajan's concerts themselves. 

After months of: argument the con” 
ductor and orchestra were brought | to" 
gether again in J984. 

News magazine Der Spiegel, pb: 
lished in. Hamburg, recently report 
about “confusing financial behaviour’ 
by Karajan's advisers that was linked to 
private financial interests and the heavi” 
ly subsidised Berlin Ehilharmonie “in an 
indecent manner,” 

Karajan was born in ` Salzburg on S , 


April 1908, His father was the surgeo 


Ernst von Karajan. 

The young Karajan . studied at the : 
Mozarteum and made his debute aş 4 
infant prodigy-planist. i 

After studles in: Vienna"he refl 
to Salzburg and had sensational guts 
with the Mozarteum Orchestra in 1929 

He then went to Ulm and later '; 

: Aachen where he was Germany’: 5 ا‎ 
gest musit directo, . :. 

In 1938 he:éconducted Mêzart's Zari 
berflöte in the Staatsoper Unter def. 
Linden which was an astonishing per: 
formange. Ffom then on critics spoke ol, of, 

, “the wonder of Karajan." 
j _ Inthg same year he was gaa 


' wngler as chief Condi 
` Philharmonic. 

` For a time Karajan was a member 

' the Nazi. Party, ov 
¦: because of His 18 

woman Who was half Jewish. Thê Am‏ أ 

~Gontinued on- page 14. 
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Leonard Bernstein: film with 
atmospheric evocation 


In the film entitled “When he stands 
in front..." the problem is: how is. it 
possible to make an hour-long film with 
meaningful sequences or rehearsals of 
Sacre? without going through the usual 
TV-camera routine and producing bor- 
ing pictures for the screen? 

The solution is to create a stronger 
visual rhythm. The extraordinarily vivid 
rehearsals of all things are shown in the 
course of a concert in the Schleswig- 
Holstein Music Festival with leaps. in 
time that are bridged by short inter- 
views with Bernstein and some of his 
eleven conductor finalists. 

By this sophisticated time technique 
the viewer gets to know that things also 
change for him during the learning pro- 
cess. 

He learns and equips himself to get to 
know a complicated piece of music from 
the inside. During the rehearsing pro- 
cess he gets to know the meaning and 
structure of the piece. 

He is drawn into this transformation 
as if there were no time limitations be- 
tween himself and the musicians. 

The screen seems to disappear like 
time since the summer. The suggestive 
qualily of the TV medium is used here 
to show direction rather than to seduce. 

The action in the film about the con» 
ductor is geared to the personalities of 
Bernstein's eleven young finalists from 
six countries. 

A selection process reduced these 
candidates to four who were groomed 
to take an active part in the film, 

This process provokes criticism that 
is slotted into the film and should be 
taken seriously. 

The orchestra's right to vote re- 
mained just a theory. The time for con- 
ducting was too short for a valid judg- 
ment to be made. The process was too. 
arbitary and the result questionable. 

Bernstein's defence was weak. In this 
part the only really conflicting event in 
the three-part series happened. , 

Jeffery Goldberg is an American and 
very talented. His biggest problems are 
with himself rather than with music. 

During ‘Beethoven’s 8th he almost 
took his own life. The cameras took a 
closer look, curious at what was almost 
a sensation. 

Bernstein's. psychologlcally-dazzling. 
diagnosis did not help at all, nor the 
spontaneous sympathy of the audience 
for the unfortunate young man on. the 
podi'ım. 


He was in sharp personality contrast 


with the completely cool, -almost emo- 
tionless, controlled Stephan Tezlatf and : 
the dark Carlos Spierer, whose eyes 
could flash evilly. 

The conductors film is not suitable 
‘for getting to know musical works. The 
musical examples (a lot of. Beethoven 
but also Mendelssöohi; Ravel, Dvorak, 
Shostakovitoh, Tchaikovsky and Sibel- 
,İius) ate too numerous and dubbed in 
‘too briefly. 2 

The music serves bere as an indicator 
to answer the complicated question 
what does a conductor havé to do up 
there, what is this extra he does apart 
from beating lime?.  ‘ .: 

The film naturally canit answer this 
‘question, but, it makes the viewer more 
‘sensitive of the conductor's difficujt 
‘role. The general’ merit of' this thiçe>part 
‘documentary is that it: aãwakèns ' an 

Continued on page 12. 


chestra were chosen through a rigorous 
selection process from more than 
10,000 applicants. 

To warm them up and to get them to 
listen to one another he demanded from 
his players the childishness of scales. 

The young boys and girls from 14 to 
26, who felt themselves to be.a bit above 
such an unreasonable demand, quickly 
realised how difficult it is to cope with 
the simplest thing,. 

Bernstein, the psychologist, condüct- 
ed his charges into ever fresh variations 
of a simple C major scale. A piece of 
music was created from eight notes. 

Bernstein made his musicians relax 
by shocks and tricks of this kind, He 
opened them up to things of the mind, 
he made them receptive, 

One young musician said: “Bernstein 
is a man through and through who ex- 
presses everything with his body. He is a 
magician. When he stands in front of 
you, you have to play as he directs." 

Bernstein is not given the TV star 
treatment but he is in coınmand of ev- 
crything, even the viewers, That comes 
in useful for an understanding of the 
music not only in the rehearsal barn but 
on the television screen, 

Every hour-long programme has its 
own problem. The first film of the seri- 
es, enlitled “We make progress this 
way," shows nol only preparations with 
teaching from experienced instrumen- 
talists drawn from the Berlin Philhar- 
omonic and the Hamburg Philharmonic 
but also some idea of how 10o come to 
grips with the “action” of the TV film, 

How can the film maintain its tension 
if the maia character never appears? 

At first this seemed like a motly mud- 
dle: there are shots of the landscape 
from a plane, faces and vegetables, 
cooks and double-basses, dogs and 
horns. The meaning is unambiguous: 
orientation. 

Short interviews define the expect- 
ations of the teachers and the taught. 
This puzzling muddle creates not only 
the rehearsal atmosphere and a sense of 


the manor house park, but gives a fore~ 
taste of Ihe musical conception of the 
films. 

Presumed İconoclasm functions as a 
reservoir of leitmotivs, It sets down vis- 
ual chords .that later, like the thematic 
work of a composition, return in a varia- 
tion. 

Even when Bernstein is not physical- 
ly on screen his presence is: still felt, 
whether the orchestra is rehearsing 
Brahms’ Acatlemic Festival Overture, or 
whether individuals make music for the 
park trees, spontaneously performing 
some chamber music, or a group watch 
together a video of the New York Phil 
harmonic (under Bernstein of course) 
playing Mahler's Sth. 

When at the end he deparls in Justus 
Franz's feudal Mercedes with a brass 
fanfare, the appearance of a ruler is 
ironically brought to an end. The classy 
automobile rolls off llke a master of cer- 
emonies and standard bearer with a dog 
trailing behind. 

It is not the only humorous touch in 
the three films. 1 


Bernstein ... anyone can oonduct, 


but... (Photo: Sven Simon) 


three-part television film has been 

made of Leonard Bernstein's Or- 
chestra Academy at the Schleswig-Hol- 
stein Music Festival. 

Production costs were enormous, Five 
cumeras, ı massive transmission truck 
and two mobile television teams turned 
the manor house at Salzau in East Hol- 
stein into a high-technology camp. 

Director Horant H. Hohlfold and his 
technical staff had the opportunity to 
«lescribe a process, perhaps even a dra- 
ma: the origins of interprctation or what 
happens when a conductor conducts. 

From the start nu concept was drawn 
up, there was no concert that could he 
shown on the television screen, follow- 
ing the usual scheme of full orchstra 
then paıtning iit on individual players. 

This time the problem was to make a 
meaningful visual narrative from any 
nunıber of isolated shots that could be a 
portrait of Bernstein without the public 
relations angle, advertising for the 
Schleswig-Holstein Music Festival with- 
out the nıarketing men banging the drum. 

The film had to be an atmospheric evo- 
cation of a distunt corner of the Federal 
Republic, a documentation of what is be- 
ing done to encourage young musicians 
and an explanation of the inexplicible 
“but” in the title of one of the three hour- 
long films, “Anyone can conduct, bul...” 

The film had also to be an answer to 
the question what makes orchestral con- 
ductors conductors, an explanation for 
cultural affairs officials of that which 
they administered and which they 
should know all about, and finally a 
concert guide to draw viewers into the 
magic of music with the aid of the visual. 
The viewer learns to listen by watching. 

IF a work of art îs a creation with 
many facets and perspectives then this 
three-part series is a work of art. The 
filming simply revolved round the docu- 
mentation of 1wo weeks of hard work 
and happy celebration. 

But sensitive camera work and a sym- 
pathetic appraach to what could be called 

“the action" has produced alot more. 

Every antennae is out to produce a 
visual language that gives some idea of 
what music is and what music can trig- 
ger off. 

The three films act as a mediator be- 
twecn ecmotional and rallonal qualities 
as does the music itself, 

Bernslcin announced that Igor Stra- 
vinsky's Sacre du Printemps was con- 
cerncd with sex and reproduction. He 
made this statement not only verbally 
but using his whole body, 

The camera pans in on tho faces of 
the young musicians, taken aback by 
what he Jıns sald. But İt also pans oüt of 
the window of the barn tliat was con- 
verted into a rehearsal studio, to close- 
ups of Holstein cows chewing the eud, 
to becs and flowers. 

The 120 instrumentalists for the or- 
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their Inst days. They would prefer not to 
suffer from unbearable pain and to re- 
mein fully conscious, Modern medicine 
can deliver the goods on these points, 
although not all doctors are aware {hat 
it can. 

Above all, they hope not to be left on 
their own, neither outwardly (sonteonc re- 
liable must be at hand all the time) nor in- 
wardly. 

There was nothing wurse for a dying 
person, the conference was told, than nol 
to he told what his condition Wisa. Mont 
wanted to knuw and had a shrewd idea nf 
the position in any caw. 

Professor Koch mentioned US surveys 
ndicting tht the propurtiun of fukcully ill 
people who were told what their condition 
was had increased from 10 lo RAS per cent 
within 15 years. 

But that nıeant nothing if “being told" 
amounted Lo no more than the mere, leual- 
ly-motivated notification that (leath 
seemed imminent and inevitable, 

What was needecl was a constant, open 
discussion between doctor and patient. 
“The gap between the silence of the medi- 
cal profession and the patient's desire for 
communication lays the foundation stone 
for a breakdown," Professor Koch said. 

The patient's nearest and dearest also 
often helped to build a wall of silence, 
while nurses looked on helplessly. 

Even if they were capable of helping 
they were not authorised to talk with a pa: 
tient who had not been notified (and thet 
still meant many in Germany) about what 
most concerned him. : 

‘The dying are still sedated and shunted 
off into a side-ward in many hospitals (but 
not all, luckily) once doctors decide there 
is nothing more that can be. done to help 
them.. Can they no longer be helped? Ellis 
Huber, president of. the Berlin . Medical 
Council, dealt with a self-help group run 
by doctors that he attended shortly after 
qualifying. 
` Whet, they wondered, were they going 
to do with patienls.they could no longer 
help. It took them four sessions to realise 
that even the dying could still be helped. 

Hospices were constantly menlianed at 
the conference, Speakers who had visited 
one of.the many Brilish or‘American ho- 
spices were lavish in their praise of the 
pain treatment and . personel care 8 at 
tention provided, 

. A few hospices have lately be set up 
in the Fetleral Republic of Germany, some 
as hospital units, others outside the hoşpi- 


framework. Ifonly there were morel’‏ ل 


.: Roseınarte Stein : 
` {Fraûakfu rier Aligemeiiie Zeitung 
. ‘flr Deutschland, 9 April 1988) 


| SPOKE, YOU SEE. This aye mloroscope developed at 
Hanovar University reaats to the human voice. It under- 
{O stands 13 separate orders and enables the surgeon to 
work throughout wlth two hands. (Photo: Thunias Deutschnunn) 


cases still is seen as 
— a kind of embar- 


rassing accident 
that is besl not 
mentioned. Pa- 


tients expect doc- 
tors to deal with — 
and somehow cure 
— death. Berlin ger- 
iatric . psychiatrist 
Professor Siegfried 
Kanowski told the 
conference that life 
expectancy, both 
people's own and 
that of their families, 


had increased 
such an exlent that 
people tended to 


feel death was a dim and distant prospect. 
As a rule that is just what it is until well 
into later life. What does not really exist 
seems all the more thrcatening and 
tends to trigger intense, neurotic fear. 

Even theologians admitted al the 
conference that a religious outlook 
alonc was not enough to offset fear of 
death. 

Has the nadir of death repression 
now been passed? Is dealh as a taboo on 
ifs own deathbed? Death and dying 
have been the subject of growing public 
debate since the belief in progress and 
the Hlusion that anything may be feasi- 
hl have heen shaken. 

In the United Stites preuccupiutiun 
with death and dying has come into its 
own as i social ımmovement, while at the 
Berlin conference leaflets were distri- 
huled hy a group claiming to be con- 
cerned with mortality and looking in to 
one's own mortality. 

Is foremost aim is to help terminal 
patients in institutions, such as hospi 
tals, nursing and old people's homes 
and in the family. 

Munich psychotherapist Professor 
Heinz-Rolf Lückert confirmed that 
more people were giving consideration 
to the phenomenon of death, including 
their own, and had been doing for the 
past 10 years Or so. 

Does that have positive consequences 
for the fatally ill? Are they now being 
sent off to hospital less frequently and, 
once in hospital, no longer either point- 
lessly treated or haplessly ignored ? 

Despite attempts to end ‘the taboo the 
tendency to (ransfer the dying to institu- 
tions continued unabated, said Freiburg 
doctor and psychologist Professor Uwe 
Koch. 

This was partly due'to-living conditions 
and, family circumstances. Twenty years 
ago 44 per cent of people died in hospital. 

‘The present figure is over 65 per cent, 
and that doesn't include the 20 percent 
whio die. in nursing e د‎ people's 
homes, .. 

In other words,’ ms people fail to 
die where thej would Proto to 0 so: 
where they have lived, '.. : 

:. Modern; fiigh-tech hospitals are nol 
designed as-pinces where people can die 
In dignity, the conference agreed. . ' 

. As.one.speaker noted: “Much would 
have been gained if we could only en- 
sure..that «patients “nio longer died on 


their own, shunted off into d bathroom. 


Experienced: women doctors: (few 
men attended the conference), nurses 
and chaplains knew:whiat the dying most 
needed and most dearly: PE fori 
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This is, perhaps, an extreme instance 
of the misuse of medical facilities. But 
when doctors try to prolong the life of a 
terminal patient, pointlessly prolonging 
his death rather than his life, they trig- 
ger increasingly vociferous calls for 
Sterbehiife, as helping terminal patients 
to die rather than prolonging the agony 
is known in Germany. 

Yet when Sterbehi{fe (literally: help to 
die) is provided by way of medical and 
nursing support and personal care and 
attention, no-one wants to die sooner 
than necessary, as nurses', dactors', 
clergymen's and psychologists’ experi 
ence has shown. 

This form of Sterbehitfe, often sadly 
missed, was the main item discussed at a 
Berlin conference on Death Between 
Fear aid Hope held by the German 
Medical Training Academy and the fur- 
ther training unit of the Berlin Medical 
Council. 

“We doctors must relearn the lesson 
that not every death is a defeat for us," 
sald the conference chairman, Professor 
Horst Joachim Rheindorf. 

ln his view dying at home in the com- 
pany of one's nearest and deurest could 
well regain popularity. He called on the 
medical and allied professions lo pre- 
pare to help the terminally ill and their 
relatives. 

Death and dying were long repressed. 
People lived as though there were ro 
vuch thing as death. It was long consid- 


Meteorological stations 
all over the world 
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Wi MEDICINE 


The moral dilemma of prolonging 
death rather than life 


n 88-year-old doctor, almost blind, 

was: rushed to hospital after a 
stroke. He then suffered a heart attack 
and was kept alive in the emergency 
ward by all the technical means at mod- 
ern medicine's disposal. 

His daughter, .also a doctor, pleaded 
in vain for the apparatus to be switched 
off. 

So did the patient himself, who had 
difficulty in . breathing, was suffering 
from excruciating pain andl as a medical 
practitioner was well aware how point- 
less the trealment was. 

He would have been only too happy 
to be allowed to die, but the hospital 
wouldn't let him. 

His daughter later wrote, in an article 
in the Cologne medical journal 
Deutsches Arzteblatt, that: 

“This appears to have been a case in 
which the doctors were determined to 
prove how long a full life lived to its 
conclusion could be painfully pro- 
longed by means of artificial respiration 
and drip feeding." 

Aı night, she wrote, her father was in 
such pain that he screamed for help. 

Instead of pain-killing drugs the night 
nurse drip-fed him the prescribed antibiot- 
ICS. 

To add insult to injury, 20 minutes 
before he died lıe was put through his 
exercise routine in the presence of his 
nearest and dearest. The last words he 
spoke were: *No, no, no!" 


E for. o ngjaploprieyt, 4 


supplied the data arranged in see-at-a-glance tables in ihese new reference 

works. They include details of air and water temperature, précipitation, 
humidity, hie: physical stress of climate, wind conditions and frequency 
of thu nderstorms: 


the. ears are iya! 
countries and for se 2 
Basle facts and figures for every country in thé world form a preface to. the ا‎ 


tables. The emphasis is on the country's natirdl stallsties, on climate, 1 
7 8 population, trade and tfansport.. . 


The اق‎ are handy ii i site and flexibly bouid indispehsable for وا‎ ê ni 0 
commerce, industry and the travel trade. 


iı Four volumes are available: 2‏ ر 
ıı < North dnd South America. I72 pp., DM: 2480;‏ 
iı . Agla/Australla, 240 pp., DM 24‏ ° 1 


` Afrlea, 130 pp., DM 24.80 ا‎ 
EO :Earope/ USSR, 240 pp. DM 2480 


These Gauren. comple 
" ' ted sta 


We can all demonstrate. day. bY d8 | 
how serious. we are about the en¥PF ٠ 
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What was lacking was an objectiye 
classification of products that were 


nuinely environment-friendly. Professor 


Freimann felt it was for consumer associ. 
ations to lend a hand in this department, . 

Consumer associations at present 
mainly see their.role as that of providing ; 1 
impartial advice to consumers about ly, ` 
buy a new washing machine or a person. 
al computer or helping consumers with 
complaints. 

Environmental considerations often 
come second-best. But Willi Edelhoftfof 
the Baden-Württemberg consumers’ a 
sociation said increasing interest haj 
lately been shown in environmental 
aspects. 

The first brochures dealing with this 
angle were published eight years igo 
and had sold like hot cakes. Consumer 
associations stocked them in bulkandin 
depth. They were busy setting up em ' 
ronmental advice units. 

Environmental advisers to visit peo- 
ple's homes had not proved very effec- 
tive, In two Stuttgart suburbs environ- 
mental services were now being pro- 
vided on what might be called a street 
worker basis. 

Gerd Billen-Girmscheid of the Bonn 
consumers’ initiative saw his organisa’ 
tion's role mainly as that of consumer 
self-help. Advice alone was not enough. 

He outlined the progress of a cam 
paign against a Bonn wholesaler who f+ 
fused to take back empty bottles, A 
truckload of empty bottles was dumped 
on the firm's doorstep. 

Such spectacular moves are as yet (k 
exception, not the rule. The consumet,+ 
sleeping giant, seldom flexed his musek 

But when he does, huycatts ire usual 
ly effective. Buyculls of poor-quality 
nuodles ur filling stalions thal try to 
charge higher Tuel prices, for instance. 

Consumer values are definitely in il 
throes of change. Ihe chiinge-uver W 
ecological products cannot be effected 
overnight, but gradual progress is being 


made. Erich Peter 
(Stuttgarter Zeitung, 29 March 198) 
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Wi THE ENVIRONMENT 


Consumer power yet to be wielded with 
full potential, meeting told 


to environmental protection and bear 
environmental considerations in mid 
in their long-term planning. 

As a rule companies today paid no 
more heed to environmental protection 
than their statutory requirement or 
sanctions made it worth their while to 
do. 

Yet there were an increasing number 
of instances in which firms had a long- 
term interest in fostering’ an ‘environ- 
mental protection image. . 

Manufacturers who failed to take ec- 
ologically-orientated marketing serious- 
ly were missing opportunities. A work- 
ing part of ecologically-orientated exec- 
utives already existed. 

Professor Freimann of Kassel Uni- 
versity sounded a similarly optimistic 
note. Environmentally-orientated com- 
panies were increasing in size and influ- 
ence, More and more environment- 
friendly products were available. 

The wave of interest in better housing 
(say homes and gardens), better eating 
(fine food and drink), being . better 
dressed and travelling a§ a status sym- 
bol the latest trend was toward activities 
with a bio-prefix. 

Bio-food and bio-wine (the organic 
variety) had been joined by bio-furni- 
ture. Individual consumers, however, 
were out of their depth when it came to 
deciding what to buy. 

The blue angel symbol was awarded 
to goods as aseal of environmental 
quality, but goods with the: blue angel 
were merely less harmful to the environ- 
ment than others. which failed to boast 
the blue-and-white logo. 

The difference between them was 
merely relative. 


That and other considerations had 
led to the affluent society in, which we 
live, an affluence that would have been 
inconceivable only 20 years ago. 

Professor Scherhorn dismissed the 
widespread argument that ecological 
demands might trigger an economic cri 
sis, On the contrary, environmental pro- 
tection promoted extra investment. . 

Unlike other experts, he felt industri- 
al society stood a chance of survival be- 
cause consumers fel! increasingly deter- 
mined not to be governed by outside in- 
fluences. That held forth the prospect of 
a change in values, 

Professor Frank Wimmer of Bamberg 
University struck an interesting bal- 
ance, His subject is marketing, or how 
to identify new sales prospects. 

How, he wondered, might companies 
best comply with the requirements of 
ecological responsibility? Economy and 
ccology, he said, were different worlds 
that at times clashed sharply. 

At times ccology entails dispensing 
with articles that exact a particularly 
heavy pollution toll on the environment, 

Committed environmentalists often 
wonder whether much of what is avail- 
able might not be superfluous. 

Keenly conscious of this clash of in= 
terest, Professor Wimmer felt ecological 
considerations would increasingly influ- 
ence industrial decisions. 

The ideal, he felt, would be for firms 
to undertake a long-term commitment 


munist states can be persuaded of the 
need for environmental protection an 
say the Ministry could and ought to take 
stronger action. 

Yet the clash of interests is sefer” 
dent on even such a straightforward ¥ 
sue as whether no-deposit اف‎ 
bottles ouglıt to be bannedl.. 

Environmental - policymakêrs, cor 
‘sumers:and industry lınve conflicting i 


terests, and in all probability the man F٠ 


facturers of disposable plastic boils 
will prevail, . 
Yet consumers, and young peopled 
particular, could here make their vie 
felt by demonstrating a preference Û , 
returnable bottles, E! 
Young people take environmental pî + 
-teotian . şeriously, if their submis; 
the Environment Ministry are any ا‎ 
They are keen to learn more about 
ırisks and codes of çonduct and oe lb j ۱ 
to,.act im the public, interest, making 
sonal sacrifices if need be.  , ا‎ 
` Environmental protection must peed 
„be taught at school, and regularly, اا‎ 
on a. one-off basis, But theory. and, 
words must not. be the end of the matte : 


ment, We can help to rec cle waste. ® 
P 3 due 


can put their money i 
is and buy one with a catalytic 
that .runs on unleaded .fue! 


driving also helps to Poe 1 


ronment. . ;!. 


Hope that youth 
will defeat 
lobby mentality. 


viewpoint of competition (and ensuring 
that no-one enjoys an unfair competitive 
advantage), Environmental and. consum- 
er protection usually come second-best. 

Let us recall the catalytic converter 
debate and the vehicle emission regul- 
ations eventually agreed. Instead of adopt- 
ing the more stringent US standards, the 
Twelve compromised on less exacting, 
higiier-pollution levels in response to lob- 
bying by European carmakers, 


The European Community is seldom 


able to resist the blandishments. of .in- 
dustry. This applies to.isşues -as, far 
apart as bovine. somatropine; ‘which 
seems sure to furthér, iqéreasé surplus 
milk yields, and liberalisatioi’.of thè 
German beer market to allow non Ger- 
man brewers to compete, selling im- 
ported beer that dbes not comply with 
German purity requirements. ٤ 

The Community seems: Sure to. have 
many another idea on standardisation 


. nd harmonisation: that is unlikely to 
‘benefit the consumer fromthe ‘health 


viewpoint, : Sound environmental poli- 
cies tread on too many toes; 


The young people who submitted 


‘views and ideas to:'thê Environment 
Ministry ‘are: not’ concerned ‘with sùch 


considerations. They feel..even com 


uropean Year of the Environment 

has been and gone. lt went largely 
unnoticed, with little reason to pay 
mıuch heed to it. 

Merely proclaiming a Year of the En- 
vironment accomplishes nothing. 
Young people have devoted thought to 
the idea and made rı commendations to 
the Environment Ministry. 

Their commenls give rise to hopes 
that the younger generation is more 
keenly aware of environmental prob- 


lems faced by.mankind as a whole, more 


critical of the existing situation and 
more willing, İn view of first-hand ex- 
perience, to act in accordance with con- 
clusions reached. 

Many of today's enviror:mentally- 
cancerned youngsters may one day hold 
political power and influence and be- 
have more POND than his prede- 
CESSOTS, 

In the meantime it is encouraging to 
notle how fresh and heedless of party- 
Political considerations (naively, critics 
might say) young people are İn their ap- 
proach to the environmenl. 

' They have no personal axe to grind 
and are nol caught between the mill- 
stones of objective exigencies and poli- 
tlcal feasibility, 

How else could they call in such a 
carefree: manner for European legisla- 
tion to “force people to do what is good 
for thet"? The European Community 
has often proved’ more of a hindrance 
than a help in arriving at a sensible solu- 
tion to environmental problems. 


in the Européan Community such-is- 


sues are viewed almost entirely from the 


TE years ago 30 people attended a 
conference on critical consumer be- 

haviour held at the Protestant Academy 
in Bad Boll, near Stuttgart. 

This time 6O0 people altended. Does 
this 100-per-cent increase in atlend- 
ance signify progress toward ecological 
awareness on the consumers’ part? 
Hardly. 

Yel, to use a military term, there fs 
movement on this particular front in the 
fight for environmental protection, | 

Even so, the idea of ecological rene- 
wal by means of filling consumer behav- 
iour is not one fur concerned citizens to 
anywhere near the same extent as issues 
such as Gorlcben and Wackersdorf, the 
sites of pruposed nuclear waste disposal 
and reprocessing [ncilities. 

The consumer may be a power in the 
lnnd hurt, exceptions apart, he is not yet 
capuble of wiclding his power to delib- 
erate effect. 

He is a slceping giant who is only 
roused by shocks such as poisoned food 
stories or the news that wine is being 
sold with anti-freeze as a toxic additive. 

He will then lenypurarily boycott 
these goouls. Why, even the Soviet reac- 
tur catastrophe at Chernobyl and its ra- 
dioaclive ûflermath have almost been 
forgotten, 

Yuu can't live in fear and trenbling 
forever, Besides, consumers tend to feel 
somchow powerless. 

So how are they to be persuaded to 
hehave critically on a long-lerm hasis, 
to consume sensibly and not be at the 
mercy of massive advertising canm- 
paigns? 

Some say it is up to consumers them- 
selves. Others fcel the government must 
take the lead, obliging industry to manu- 
facture (lifferent goods in a different 
manner, 

Some fear such government interven- 
tion will not have any real effect. Besides, 
what is critical consumer behaviour? 

Professor Scherhorn of Hohenheim 
University, Stutigart, defines it as con- 
sideration for the interest of the com- 
munity as a whole, or the public good. 

Iu practice he was unable to say what 
shape this might Iıake. Industry could 
certainly not be expected to adopt ethi- 
cal manufacturing methods of its own 
accord. Its interest was, when all was 
said and done, to run at a profit. 


Continued from page 10: 


awareness of the Various points of view 
of music and gives anı insight into its sig- 
nificance. 

The films do not only introduce you 
to music but ecmerse you in it by their di- 
rection, camera work und cutting, which 
is in itself musical through its rhythmic 
qualities, tempo and the structuring of 
the frame sequences. 

Unfortunately over-cautious pro- 
gramınc planuers have put a stop to a 
high viewer quota by slotting the films 
into the afternoon childrer's and young 
people's programme on the Second 
Television Channel, 

‘The. imaginative seriousness with 
which the subject of music is handled iıı 
the films is belittled yet again and music 
on television İs once more only allowed 
to play the role of court jester, 

8 Ellen Kohihaas 
(Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung 
fir Deutschland, 8 Aprii 168) 
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{Phota: Gerhard Stolelzki) 


have risked tiıcir professional careers on 
the "Muesli village." 

The houses are models for smaller 
projects all over the Federal Repuhlic. 
Colleagues in Cologne are among others 
who are about lo cımulate then. 

Hernıann Buockhoff, usually jolly, said 
pointedly: “I have a suspicion thal many 
clients will not pay their last account.” 

He and his colleagues believe that it is 
“just a small group of troublemakers" who 
are causing difficulties and going to court. 

Costs have sho ahead, u problem 1o 
which people who are building their own 
homes get to know as a “normal” condi- 
lin. 

But that apart many of the people 
cnoperating in the "Laher Wicsen” hols” 
ing scheme said thal they had expected 
tou much from rulling up Lhcir ewat 
Sleeyes and geting Jw tu il. 

Most ot them are desk-bound. Fhey 
have enthusiasm but they often do nol 
have the skill to do things with their 
hands. Then they have a full-time job in a 
school or on a newspaper which does not 
leave them as much time for doing things 
outside work as they had hoped. 

It turned out that crowds of unemploy- 
ed academics, nimble with their fingers 
and with plenty of muscle, found profit- 
able work on the housing scheme. 

Moonlighters come cheaper than “offi- 
cial" tradesmen, but definitely more ex- 
pensive than the original do-it-yourself 
plan. 

The “alternative” house-owners in 
Hanover, however, are not alone in hav- 
ing to face up to these problems. The 
same kind of problems emerge even in 
small projecls, according to Renate Nar- 
ten, a sociologist specialising in architec- 
tural matters. 

She said that it was not so much to do 
with people’s shortcomings as a struclu- 
ral prablem. The inclusion of the archi- 
tects in the home-building cooperative 
.veiled-the real and varied. interesls of the 


. people involved, . . . .. - 
'. „7 The “ecology architects” had very little 
٤ : experience. ‘Furthermore the “experi- 
1960s as revolutionary or in any way oh a ` 


mental risks" were pushed aside. 
Michael Krische is one of thê hame- 


` owners who is pleased with the way 
.„ things have turned out. He said; “Anyone 


who knowingly takes part in an experi- 


„" ment „should nat complain when things 
` .do not turn out qulte as they should... 


, ..Bui despite all'the annoyance there is 
ot one of the.critits who wants to leave 
. the housing scheme, 0 


. . Not without a: Gertain amount of self 


:mockery Hans Borgacs sees as the main 


“` . motive behind the grasa’ hopsê 
[n a living democracy impulses Iust al- " motive behind the grass-roofed houséês n 


"nostalgia for village Jifo."" This wil.even- 
tually be satisfied By a sturdy villige:row, 
sh, Thomas Kröter 

` (Kğlher Siadi’Anzeier, Cologne, 9 April 1 988) 


Costs outgrew the grass: grass-roofed house In Hanover scheme. 


t0 waké us up and to 
` stop the Federal Republic from degeneratr: 


1 : . Ginter Brotlo’... 
` ` (Sanrbrleker Zeltung, 11: April 1988) 
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He is the spokesman for about 30 
home-owncers, men and woınen, who are 
in a legal clinch with the architects and 
builders. 

There is a dark side to “life under the 
lawn," as one architectural critic de- 
scribed the housing scheme. And as al- 
ways money is at the root of it. 

Hans Borgaes, who is not one of the 
house-owners who has gone to law, said: 
“The architects must return the price for 
bargain building.” He said that he had 
kepı back fees “quite umicably." 

His reason for this is that in his vicw 
there was a lack of supervision Juring 
building. This is a view shared hy many 
lause-owners in the housing scheme. 
even though they have not said su openly. 

Bernd Winkler, on the other had, is 
acting tough. He maintains thit the cust- 
Ings were unrealistic from the very he- 
gınnıng, I hat is the only way tw explain 
cost increases of up to 90 per cent. 

He said thal the architects had not ex- 
plained problems adequately lo partici- 
pants in the housing scheme. Because of 
this, he maintained, one or two of them 
had been brought to the verge of ruin. 

He is also of the view that there are de- 
sign failures in the scheme. 

Winkler, who is a lawyer, has not only 
suffered materially but he has heen sub- 
jected to derision. 

He is a lawyer in the Lower Saxony 
Consumers Centre, His job is to warn 
others beforehand about unseen risks. He 
did not see the risks he was falling inlo. 

He said: “You wouldn't believe how 
naive we were." 

When explaining away the breakdown 
of faith in the professionals he does not 
forget to mention the fact that apart from 
the architects the managing director of a 

` well-known Hanover building firm was 
among the clients for whom houses were 
being built. 

The architects do not take kindly to 


` any.menilon. of ,criticlsm, After all both, 


APO, to see student protest in the late 


par with 1848. 
Yet it was needetl 


ing into a democracy’ of. “jobs for the 
boys." Shocks of. this king are regularly 


needed, as was shown.İin the early 1980s - 


when the Greens emerged from the anti- 


nuclear and environmental protest mové- . 


ment. .. 2 


The class of '68 made it clear that not ` 


' only .politiçilans and parties reflect and 
; represent the interests of the public,. ' 
` s5 be provided from outside the politiçal 
1 Establishment. ٤ : 
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` Back-to-nature housing 
scheme ¬” at a cost 


Then at some point along the line 
someone had the idea: Families should 
be able to live in just as pleasant sur- 
roundings as the surroundings in which 
the children do their lessons in their new 
school. 

No sooner said than done, There was 
enough space for houses on the “Laher 
Wiesen." The ecologically-minded build- 
ing pioneers began as a “mini-group.” 

Although no-one wanted to shout 
about the project from the rooftops, news 
of it spread like wildfire through appro- 
priate quarters in Hanover. 

People such as anthrosophists and old- 
hands of ihe 1968 student nıovement, SO- 
cial workers and journalists, musicians 
and teachers expressed interest. 

The first building phase quickly grew 
from the planned 46 to 68 homes. 

1 asked the architect-duo if they did 
not sometimes wonder at their nerve in 
view of the spectacular increase in the 
number of houses to be built? After all 
they had earned their living in quite a dif- 
ferent way previously. 

Hermann Boockhofîf said “no” in tones 
that showed he was sure of his convic- 
tions. 

Connections wilh the city of Hanover 
helped to provide building land and the 
local building sociely organised the com- 
plicated financial arrangements. 

The land acquired was divided up. 
houses were designed and costs calculal- 
cl in discussions that sometimes went an 
all nıght long. Semiclmes hey acti oul 
their problems along the lines of psycho- 
ulrama. 

Architects in a Bunn Building Ministry 
hrochure entitled “Courage to Build" 
dated 14984 announced thal a 145- 
square-metre house should cust only 
DM270.000. 

The considerable praise given the "La- 
her Wiesen" housing scheme and satisfi- 
ed house-ownêrs show that it was very 
much worth while to have the courage to 
build. 

Hans Borgaes, 40, the only non-acad- 
emic in the founding group, said: “My 
daughter begins to cry as soon as there is 
any mention of perhaps our moving 
sometime." 

Architect Boockhoff said that the 
children — there are more than 100 — 

are also the gainers. They have plenty of 
playmates, plenty of room to play and 
understanding neighbours who are par- 
ents themselves, There is also.the open 
“village green” for them to play on. 

Bernd Winkler, 44, said during coffee 
in his 240-square-metre home that some- 
, imeş.he was downcast. 


.. Goritinusd from page 5  . i 
The student leaders of 1968 have grown 


. old and grey. Many have been successful 


in their long march through the instilutions 


` and have gained acceptance. 


. Others who have failed to do so are dis- 
. missed as dreamers. Their message, if it 


- ever waş one, has gone unheeded. 


Yet the student movement was the soil 
in which lefrwing extremism took root, 
leading to urban terrorism. ` .. 
. . Enthusiasm and idealism led hot only to 
resigiation at the world proving teşlstant 
to change but also. to lethal violence; 7. 

„Maybe that would: have happened .an- 
. way İn a world wiere force, and war, i all 
too often sed in’ the attempt: 10 ‘solve 


. ‘problems. Thére i 0 reason tO glorify thé 


gether, built 1 
together and .ironed out, planning anid. 


A experts and magazine 
editors from far and wide are making. 
their way to see 68 spectacular houses on 
the “Laher Wiesen" housing scheme, east 
of Hanover. 

The din in one house above a ceiling of 
bleached wood was deafening. A little 
boy named Boris and his giri friend were 
playing with his toys. 

The boy's father and master of the 
house said: “Yes, the poor sound-proof- 
ing worries me the most.” 

The obvious question then was why 
had he paid out DM 340,000 for such a 
home? 

The 68 houses in the “Laher Wiesen” 
scheme have been spoken of highly for 
their family friendliness, for their aware- 
ness of environment considerations, for 
their value for money and the beautiful 
way they have been built. 

Anyone wanting to visit the environ” 
ment-conscious community by public 
transport must make his or her way from 
the bus stop through a typical concrete 
estate built in the 1960s. In the back- 
ground there are hideous, towering office 
blocks that house insurance companies. 

Then there are some usual brick-built 
houses with smart shops on the ground 
floor. 

The visitor would almost be in danger 
of going past the community then. The 
houses do not make much impact at first 
sight. 

The wooden facades of the first house 
frn ıe in au indelinablê gray. Jus like 
any uther row of terraced houses there 
are little winterish gardens crushed up in 
front of them. 

Then, at a second glance, one sees the 
striking roofs. They are of grass which is 
why the houses are spoken of in Hanover 
as the “Grass-roofed housing scheme.” 

This roof grass is more wan than spr- 
ing green. But the roofs are not planted 
with grass for its colour. 

Hermann Boockhoff, one of the two 
architects, described the merits of this 
design. He said: “The grass gives a pleas- 
ant atmosphere in the rooms and air that 
is properly humidified." 

He continued: “The grass roots give 
good isolation against the cold of winter 
and the heat of the summer, This is why 
we can use the space right up to under 

the roof.” 

This individual style of building not 


only benefits nature, although the houses. 


are built close together, but also the wal- 
lets of the developers. But that is another 
matter. 

The reference to nature is obvious in 
the road names such as “Ewige. Weide,” 


Eternal meadow, or “Im Rispengraš,” oF . 


Ir panic grass. Hermann Boqckhoff, 43, 
and his colleague Helmut Rentfop,..37, 
can be found in a chaotic .office on the 
edge of the housing scheme. 

They originally. came from. the Han- 
over city planning department and a firm 
of building administrators. 

From the office window the neigh” 
bouring Waldorf School ‘can be seen. 
Eight years ago the “Muesli village,” as 
mockers call the community, started off. 

The two architects were mèmbers Of 
the “building group” whith met over 
Plans to extend the school... ` 


They did the planning. to 


building errors, financial and tradesmen’s 
mistakes, .jointiy. Everything, Was going 


swimmingly. 
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Up hill and down dale looking tu 
holes. (Photo: Frank Piertings 


They record with increasing atlention 
all building operations being carried out 
along the pipeline's path. An earth-rem 
over that gets too close to it can have dir 
astrous consequences for the environmen 

Peter Brill's experience has been tliat, 
impressing on building workers the cor 
sequences .of digging without due care 
and attention makes them mare careful. 

He says that his job is very varied. He 
is in the country and the fresh air, 
keeps his eyes open for people illega; 
dumping rubbish, When he sees anythig 
he reports what he sees to the authorities 
responsible for garbage disposal. 

There is a lot to be said for the pip 
line's security in thal during his ten yea 
service he has not once cume across +2 
leak. His friends pull his leg telling hir 
that he earns his living by going for a walk. 

He brushes this aside saying: “The 
should walk through a cornfield whe? 
is 3U degrees in lhe shade and yol o 
hardly draw a breath.” 

He goes his way truklging through wt 
terlogged fields with lime on his boor 
He has his radio in his breast pocke 
and he looks for the next yellow metd 
stake. Uirich Hermanski 

(Rheinische Post, Düsseldorf, 12 March L9% 


Measuring equipment records a drop 
in pressure and a computer is used to 
localise any malfunctions. The compu- 


ter can control the difference between : 


‘the volume of crude sent out from Wil- 
helmshaven and the quantity that ar- 
tives at its destination. 


° There are also “Molche” (the German ٤ 


means salamanders), electronic measur- 
ing devises that are sent with the crude 
through the pipeline and can recognise 
fractures in it, 

Despite all this high-performance 
technology must people clamber over 
fences in stormy weather, wade through 
streams, across muddy fields, and tra- 
verse roads and railway lines like Peter 
Brill with a walking stick in his hand to 
defend hinıself against inhospitable 
dogs? 

° 1s it necessary to watch for changes in 

the earth and vegetation, when. 
“Molche," measuring stations and a 
weekly helicopter patrol survey the 
pipeline? 

Peter Brill gives a smile that says a lot 
when his work is compared with that of 
the oft-quoted fireman on board a Brit- 
ish electric locomotive. NWO boss Nor- 
bert Fehring, 49, stands up for the hu- 
man element in keeping watch over the 
pipeline. 

He said: “A leak no bigger than the 
nozzle on an aerosol through which two 
to three litres of oil could escape a day 
cannot be traced by the mast sensitive 
electronic equipment." 

Fehring added that the men who 
walked the pipeline also had to keep an 
eye on its above-ground security. 

A passage five and a half metres wile 
has to be left free either side of the pipe- 
line. It has to be kept free of plant life so 
that the pipelines route can be ob- 
served without hindrance from the air. 

This is true for public woodland as 
well as for privùte gardens. NWO has 
the right to supervise the pipeline's pas- 
sage through every private plot of land 
it passes. 

Brill and his colleagues have the right 
to enter private property and ensure 
that all is well with the pipeline that 
passes below the earth. 


W HORIZONS 


The long plod in quest of 
the holey pipeline 


The crude flows through the under- 
ground pipeline at a leisurely pace, five 
kilometres per hour, in fact. 

Once a month Peter Brill and his col- 
leagues have to tramp along the 
marked-out route of the pipeline. They 
cover 20 kilometres a day — including 
every kind of hindrance, and there are 
plenty in any one section. 

They have to follow the dictates of 
the pipeline, disregarding the realities 
of the countryside through which it 
passes. 

The pipeline goes in a dead straight 
line under the earth, but Brill and his 
companions have to climb over barbed- 
wire fences and wade through streams. 

A meadow where a young bull is 
grazing is a good reason for Brill and his 
colleauges to leave the marked route. 
He said: “If the farmers themselves Jare 
not go there, we are not going to go in 
that field," 

He keeps his eye on the pipeline 
route at a suitable distance, looking for 
tell-tale signs of a leak. 

Discoloration of the grass, changes in 
the trees and pools of water covered 
with an oil film are all signs that there is 
a fracture in it and thal oil is leaking. 

When something is wrong he takes 
out his walkie-talkie and reports to the 
NWO head office, which can urgently 
take remedial action — if it is in facî a 
leakage from the pipeline and not, as in 
so many cases, old oil from a tractor. 

Only after a lot of effort can Peter 
Brill's older culleagues recall leaks in 
the pipeline. They happened "at least 20 
years ag0," they say, and were not very 
important, 

NWO has a number of security mea- 
sures operating on the pipeline, which is 
today electronically-controlled 
throughout. 


work techniques and learning about co” 
try and people and even aboul oneself" 
The original tradition of the travel 


` journeyman was designed to give tlie ® 


who went off on their travels a chance ® 
“fight” for a way in life. But today th 
knock at many a door in vain. ا‎ 
Hojenski has cxperiernced . this J ™: 
usually hospitable Ritzeburg. He 


not find part-time work in, the cih 
.which stands on an island surround 


by lakes. 

He also had trouble finding & pol : 
over his head, : -:. 
- Then he had a ‘stroke of good We 1 


"when a young Ratzeburg womag#™*.. 


publican turn him away, / 
After a short telephone call jou 
man Hojenski, was offered 


. board by a coliple whosé two sons  ! 
.„. been out as travelling journeymen. 


The traditional dress of journey™® 
carpenters such as Hojenski isa dê 
rated corduroy coat with a bf? 


knokbly wooden stick and has 4 pie ا‎ 
over hiş.shoulder that contains his fê 
„possessions. : ا‎ 

` Hajenski left Ratzeburg feeling g00 | 


and made for Lübeck, He then hopes + 


go to see the Holstein lakes. ET 
He was sent on his way with mêl |. 
good wishes. Many were envious of 


- brimmed black, felt hat, He cares : 


„` and. would like-to:"drop' out” as he n 


done for"two years and a day... il E 
r" .<™ «i Hans-Jiürgen Wohlfaht | E 
(Lübeçker Nachrichten, 2 March, 


The journeyman 
tradition 
.carries on 


Hojshşkl makes. 
{Photo: Hans-Jürgen Wohlfahrt) 


‘Journeyman carpenter 
a polnt. 


"Teira journeymen are still.a sight 
to be seen in German cities and they 
feature in any number of popular folk 
songs. 

They pack up their belongings and try 
their luck all over the country, 

The most famous travelling journey- 
man was shoemaker Hans Sachs, son of 
a tailor. He went on his travels all over 
Germany between 1511 and 1516. 

He was a *“Meistersinger" and 
Shrovetide player and.is the central 
character in' Wagner's .opera The 
Meistersingers of Nuremberg. 

He wrote lyric poetry and more than 
200 plays thal are an important aspect 
of German literature. 

Hans Sachs was the prototype of tra- 
velling journeymen of today. 

We met one of these journeymen, one 
of the many hundreds who continue this 
ancient German craftsmen's tradition, 

Ralf Hojenski is 27. Since June last 
year he has wandered through the Fed- 
eral Republic. He was recently at Ratze- 
burg, just north of Hamburg. 

He is a pleasant young man, a carpen- 
ter by trade. According to old tradition 
he decided to go on his travels from his 
Bavarian hame near Dachau .for two 
years and a day. . ا‎ 

in his "Tramp Book,” something like 
a seaman's .book, the latest stamp is 
from the Ratzeburg Mayor and the A.- 
Paul Weber House, : ا‎ 
: This gives some idea of the point of 
this journeying, “learning about regional 


o the casual observer Peter Brill 

looks like an ordinary hiker. But he 
tramps across fields and through woods 
lo kecp an eye on a pipeline that lies 
beneath his fecl. 

He wears a (rilby hat and carries a 
gnarled stick in his right hand. His oil- 
skin jacket is yellow, his trousers are 
olive green, Fle wears rubber boots in 
view of the poor weather, 

He tramps through muddy woodland 
paths and looks for all the world like the 
happiest hiker in the world, 

But Brill, 33, from Duisburg, carries 
a walkie-talkie radia in his jacket pock- 
et. It is obvious that he does nut tramp 
through the woods and [ielkis oul of 
pure pleasure. 

In fuct he is not frec to wander where 
he will. His roule is clearly market by 
yellow stakes arranged al regular inter- 
vals, with one {hul has a red glowlng 
cover on il. 

Onc metre below his fcet there lies 
the oil pipeline that links Wilhelms- 
haven on Ihe North Sea and refineries 
un the Rhine and in the Ruhr. 

Brill is a fitter by training. He and his 
six colleagues have lo ensure that there 
ure ne fractures and oil leaks in the 
pipeline between Lingen and the line's 
end at Wesseling, near Cologne. 

They work for the Nord-West Ocl- 
leitung (NWO), based in Mütheinı in the 
Ruhr. 

The parent company is based in Wil- 
helmshaven, a combine of German oil 
conıpanies that uperate the 319-kilo- 
metre pipeline from the Jade estuary to 
1he terminal south of Cologne, 

About 1 5 million tons of crude oil How 
through the 28-inch pipeline annually. 


Continued from page 10 


ican Occupation Forces banned one of 
his concerts in Vienna in 1948. Later he 
became conductor of the Vienna Phil- 
harmonic and he took charge of the 
Vicana Opera in 1957. 

He left this appoinlment in 1963 af- 
ter a lot of fuss, but he returned in 1977, 

He is an enthusiastic pilot and car 
driver. His greatest interest after music 
is technology no matter if it concerns 
fast cars, planes, boats or the technical 
possibilities to perfect musical .record- 
ing. 

Like no-one else be has exploited ihe 
possibilities of the technical media. He 
has made his music available not only to 
a relatively small number of concert-go- 
ers but ta a public of millions via his re- 
cordings, 1 

In his business affairs he has been in- 
valved in productiun and marketing 
companies. 

He is a stur conductor but he has 
done a lot for Ihe rising generation of 
uusicians, He set up the International 
Karajan Foundation in 1968 {hat subh- 
sidies competitions for conductors and 
yauth orchestras. : 

This organisation has already done a 
greal tleal for the international careers 
of many young concluclors. 

Since 1967 lie has organised lhe Eas- 
tur Festival in Salzburg. He is also a 
member of the board of the Salzburg 
Summer Festival. 

Despite his frail healıh he does nat 
neglect his musit or his “dream of per- 
fection." Christine Backhaus 

{(General-Anzeiger, Bonn, 5 April 1988) 


